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VOL. V! !•
THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, THY SAVING HEALTH AMONG ALL NATIONS.”
WEDNESDAY. MARCH 22, 1837. NO. 10.
CONDUCTED BY
AN ASSOCIATION OF CLERGYMEN.
GEORGE W MYERS, PRINTER.
From the “ Penny Sunday Reader,” (an English work.) 
IN HEAVEN THERE’S REST.
“ In heaven there’s rest,” that thought hath a power 
To scatter the shades of life’s dreariest hour;
Like a sunbeam, it dawns on the stormy sky;
Like the first glimpse of home to a traveller’s eye;
’Tis the balm of the heart, of sorrow the cure;
The hope that deceives not, the promise that’s sure.
IIow sweet to the weary, “ In heaven there’s rest;”
The tears are all dried from the eyes of the bless’d;
And tiie smiles that succeed are so dazzling and bright, 
That none but a spirit could dwell in their light.
OI not like the smiles that here glow on the cheek,
But to hide the deep anguish no language may speak.
«* In heaven there’s rest,” earth’s happiest hour 
Fades softly away, like a morning flower ;
There, fadeless the bowers, unclouded the skies,
There, joy hath no end, and time never flies ;
There, nature is freed from its earliest stain,
There, love hath no sorrows, and life hath no pain.
“ In heaven there’s rest ;” oh, how deep that repose! 
Life’s bitterness pass d, with its follies and woes,
Its passions all hush’d like the waves of the deep,
When tempests expire, and winds are asleep;
And only soft airs and sweet odors arise,
Like the evening incense that soars to the skies.
Those sounds breathe sweet music, ‘In heaven there’s rest:’
I long to escape to that land of the bless’d,
Inspired by the prospect through life’s busy day,
To act and to suffer, to watch and to pray ;
Then gladly exchange, when the summons is given,
The tumults of earth for the calmness of heaven.
THE O bSERVE It.
The following very interesting account of the sufferings ! 
of the Greek Christians at the commencement of the 1 
Greek Revolution, isextracted from an English Review of 
the Rev. R. Walsh’s Residence at Constantinople. — S'. 
Churchman.
For some time after the arrival of the embas­
sy, Constantinople presented its usual appear­
ance of dull tranquility. But in the spring of 
1821, the more experienced Frank residents be­
gan to observe a change in the demeanor of the 
Turks, which raised the most boding apprehen­
sions in their minds. The news of Ypsilante’s 
insurrection at Moldavia, the first outbreak of 
Greek revolt, had transpired. The vast plan of 
rebellion, conceived by the ardent and enter­
prising leaders of the Greeks, had been hither­
to so carefully concealed, that not a suspicion I 
of it appears to have arisen either among the ’ 
Turks or Franks until the hour of its accom 
plishment. Ypsilante’s proclamation,in which he 
appealed to the emperor Alexander for support, ! 
and at the same time vaunted the approaching 
elevation of the Cross above the Crescent, was 
almost the first circumstance which roused the 
Ottoman Government and population from its 
apathy.- Alexander replied to it, as the Rus­
sian Government has always replied to the in­
stances of those whom its intrigues have seduc­
ed into rebellion—he formally disavowed Ypsi- 
1 mte’s enterprise, and struck his name off’ the 
list of his army, The Sultan answered it, by 
appealing to the religion and loyality of his 
Mussulman subjects, and exhorting every 
man to provide himself with arms. One hun­
dred thousand armed Turks, from boys of ten 
years and upwards, were now let loose against 
rhe Christians in the streets of Constantinople. 
They began with insult, from which they speedi­
ly proceeded to wanton murder and mutilation. 
The yataghans of the Turkish desperadoes were 
exercised indiscriminately on the persons of the 
trembling Greeks, who only ventured into the 
streets at the hazard of their lives; and the poor 
Armenians, the most timid and peaceful people 
in the world, came in for their share of the per­
secution, although most innocent of its cause. 
‘A fellow of the new levies went into the shop 
of an Armenian merchant, and chose some cloth 
for a pelisse; he was dissatisfied with the price 
and went away. Next day he returned, and 
said he would pay what was asked and the shop 
keeper stood over the cloth to measure it.— 
The Armenians wear a tall cap called acalpac, 
which is like an inverted sugar loaf, the head 
being put into the small end. Their capotes 
have no capes, and a long naked neck always 
appears when they stoop. This presented an 
object too tempting to the discontented Turk; 
he drew his yataghan, and with one blow sever­
ed his head from his body. It fell into the 
piece of cloth he was purchasing: so he wrapt 
it up and carried it off!’ So accustomed are 
these industrious and unresisting people to the 
cruelties of the Government under which they 
Jive, that to have perished by the hands of the 
executioner is a kind of title to hereditary re­
spect among them. They engrave the figures 
of their relations on their tombs, suspended 
from gibbets, or with their heads between their 
Jcgs! No Armenian, they say, ever suffers for 
a crime; but when a Turkish grandee is deposed 
and slain, his Armenian bankers and agents are 
involved in his calamity, and are quietly made 
away with as a preliminary to the confiscation 
of their property. They are thus the martyrs 
of their wealth, and not, as Dr. Brayer terms 
them, ‘of their religious opinions.’ After a few 
days of this indiscriminate violence, the more 
ferocious work of Turkish justice began. Sev­
eral of the most distinguished Greeks were be 
headed in the streets: but the death of Con­
stantine Morousi, first dragoman to the Porte, 
was the first circumstance which roused the ap 
prehension of the Frank residents. On Easter 
Sunday, the Greek Patriarch and his bishops 
prepared for the usual celebration of the high 
mass, which is performed on that day by the 
Greek church with even more than Roman 
Catholic solemnity; when the faithful crowd to 
rccieve the annual salutation,‘Christ is arisen,’I
from the lips of their primate. This dignitary
had just published a pastoral letter to his flock, 
condemning in the strongest terms the revolu­
tion and its abettors : he therefore fancied him­
self in security, and the miserable people ot 
the capital thronged the cathedral of the Fanal 
in unusual numbers, both from their need of re­
ligious consolation, and the common impulse to 
seek safety in a crowd. Just as the patriarch 
had given the benediction, he was seized by a 
party of Chouaahes bearing the fatal warrant: 
the officiating bishops were dragged along with 
him to execution. A janissary, whose post had 
been to guard the door and person of the pre­
late, had conceived such a veneration for him, 
that he rushed forward in his defence, and was 
stabbed by the yataghan of one of his fellows. 
The patriarch was hanged on the doorway of 
his palace, and left ‘to struggle in his robes with 
the agonies of death. His person, attenuated 
by abstinence, and emaciated by age, had not 
weight sufficient to cause immediate death. He 
continued for a long time in pain, which no 
friendly hand dared to abridge, and the dark­
ness of night came on before the last convul­
sions were over.’ His two chaplains, and the 
Bishops of Nicomedia, Ephesus and Anchialos, 
suffered along with him. The body of the pa­
triarch was dragged by the Jews through the 
streets of the Fanal, and cast into the harbor. 
But a corpse was cast up shortly after on the 
shore of the sea, which either was, or was pious­
ly believed by the Greeks to be that of their 
patriarch, it was carried to Corfu, and solemnly 
interred, with all the pomp of the united Greek 
and Russian churches.
After this terrible outrage, Constantinople, 
with its daughter cities, became for some weeks 
a mere theatre ot murderous anarchy. As usu 
al in such times, the control of the re-action 
had passed entirely from the hands of the Gov­
ernment into those of the rabble.
'Every day some new atrocities were com­
mitted, and the bodies of the victims were ei­
ther hanged against doors and walls, or lying 
without their heads, weltering and trampled in 
the middle of the streets. At this season flights 
of kites, vultures, and other unclean birds of 
prey, return after their winter’s migration, and 
as if attracted by the scent of carcasses, were 
seen al! day wheeling and hovering about, so as 
to cover the city like a canopy, wherever a bo­
dy was exposed. By night, the equally numer­
ous and ravenous dogs were heard about some 
headless body with the most dismal bowlings, 
or snarling and fighting over some skull which 
they were gnawing and peeling. In fact, all 
that Byron has feigned of Corinth, or Bruce 
has described of Abyssinia, or you have 
elsewhere read that is barbarous, terrible, and 
disgusting in Eastern usages, was here realiz 
ed.’
Hitherto the Frank residents in the capital 
had considered themselves tolerably secure amid 
the dreadful scenes, which daily passed under 
their eyes. ‘But on the 4th of May,’ says our 
author, we were alarmed by seeing a man with 
a hat and breech-es hanging against a door.’— 
Although the Turks protested that the individu­
al was only a Greek who had assumed a Frank 
disguise, a general 'sauve qui pauf began natu­
rally enough to take possession of the various 
diplomatic bodies. The Russian ambassador 
called a meeting of foreign ministers, to join in 
an invitation to the European powers to send a 
fleet for the protection of all the Christian in­
habitants. This proposal was rejected by the 
majority, in accordance with the views of the 
English ambassador, but the Russians attained 
their object. They were now looked up to as 
the sympathizing friends and protectors of that 
Greek people which they had in fact excited 
to rebellion: the English, cold and just to both 
parties, secured the affections of neither. Had 
it been adopted, the crisis of the East would 
probably have ended in a very different result. 
The Goverments, then influenced by mutual 
I jealousy to refuse their interference, could have 
little anticipated the concurrence of circum­
stances which, six years later, rendered the ca­
tastrophe of Navarino a subject of rejoicing 
throughout the civilized world. Six years of 
devastation would have been spared, had the 
proposed intervention taken place in 1821. But 
on the other hand, the Greeks would probably 
have been thrown back under the dominion of 
the Porte, with conditions guaranteed by the 
European powers. And it was better for them 
that the play should be played out, at whatever 
expense of suffering, than that they should have 
been again reduced to the condition of subjects 
—to be again excited to revolt, on the next op­
portunity, by foreign agency. The strong re­
presentations of the ambassadors, quickened by 
their personal apprehension, had, however their 
effect: a firman was issued for disarming the 
populace; and, when the violent passions of the 
mob had subsided, some degree of order was 
at length restored ; although the unhappy 
Greeks were still subjected, in their homes, 
to daily seizure, imprisonment, torture, and 
death.
Miserable indeed, was the condition of the 
Greek women of the better class, during this 
prolonged period of agony. Their fate excites 
even more than the ordinary sympathy which 
is inspired by the sex; because that sex appears 
to evince more of the virtues, and fewer of the 
vices of the Greek character than the other.— 
With feeli ngs even more ardent, and imagina­
tions more excitable, they seem to have a stron­
ger proportion of those abiding qualities which 
alone can give a right direction to the impulses 
of the heart. They participated in all the pa­
triotic enthusiasm of their nation, with more fi­
delity, less cruelty, and less of selfish motive. 
I hey showed too, greater strength of mind, and 
more even of active courage, in seasons of ca­
lamity. Many among the Fanariote ladies 
were highly instructed, delicately brought up, 
and imbued with all the fastidious refinement of 
civilization. What must have been the suffer­
ings of these unfortunates, when the sanctity 
of the domestic circle was suddenly violated 
bv the inroad of the barbarian force—when
their husbands and brothers were dragged from 
them, one by one, to prison and torture, or to 
summary execution—their property seized, 
themselves confined within their desolate hous­
es under the guard of Turkish Patrolea, strug­
gling with daily want of the commonest neces­
saries,and living in the sickening apprehension 
of outrages worse than death, should the sav­
age passions of the multitudes surrounding, 
them be let loose against them ? Dr. Walsh s 
pages are full of anecdotes possessing a painful 
interest, respecting the individual fortunes of 
families implicated in the calamities of the Rev­
olution. Many of them are highly creditable 
to his own kindness of heart and courage, as 
well as those of his fellow English in Constanti­
nople; who devoted themselves throughout to 
the task of preserving lives threatened by the 
populace, Soothing the distresses of the bereav­
ed and desolate—and re uniting the members 
of the households, torn asunder by the vicissi­
tudes of slavery. One sad story must suffice as 
an example.
‘On such days, I had often in the morning 
visited some unfortunate family, reduced from 
the highest rank and affluenee to the lowest 
state of humiliation and poverty, where the 
males had been all swept awaj, and the female; 
were struggling unprotected, through scenes of 
the greatest horror and affliction. In passing 
through Constantinople with a friend, I was 
struck with the sound of a pianoforte. I did 
not imagine that the walls ot the city contained 
such an instrument; and on inquiry, I found 
that part of the obscure house from whence it 
proceeded was Occupied by one of the most dis­
tinguished families among the aristocracy of 
the Fanal. It was that of the princess Smarrg- 
da Morousi, who was married to the Hatman, 
Alexander Mavrocordato an intelligent and en­
lightened man, fond of literary retirement, and 
devoting his whole time to the instruction of his 
numerous family. He was living at Therapia 
when the Greek insurrection began, and without 
any more evidence that he was concerned in it 
than his being a Greek, his house was seized, 
Ins property confiscated, himself carried off to 
Asia Minor, where it was supposed he would 
be strangled, and his wife and daughters left in 
utter destitution, in the midst of a guard of 
ruffian soldiers. Her uncle and her two bro­
thers had been already put to death, and 
she hourly expected that of her husband and 
sons.
‘The soldiers were part of the guard in the 
valley of Buyukdere, and their commander, 
Ibraham, Pasha of Nicomedia, was a large man, 
with a comely but course countenance, and a 
person of the most unrestrained sensuality.— 
Helena, tbes'econd daughter of the pi incess, was 
very beautiful and highly accomplished, about 
fifteen. On her heTrxed fiis'eves, and was con­
tinually prowling about the house like an hye­
na. He made several attempts to get her into 
his power, but the child clung- to her mother’s 
side, and without brute force, ’which he was 
afraid loose, he never could separate them — 
When Helenasaw his face continually glaring 
in at the window, and associated him with the 
murder and desolati in of all she.loved, she was 
seized with irrepressible horror, and could not 
bear the sight. She disappeared and was no­
where to be found. She was at length observ­
ed in a cistern, where she had fled to conceal 
herself, and have the means of immedia ely 
putting a period to her fife, if the object ot her 
horror should discover her. He was removed 
to another command, and the family allowed to 
live in the Fanal. It. was an indulgence to es­
cape from the brutal soldiery, but none to re­
side here. All the Greeks who survived the 
first massacre were sent to this and to other 
places as prisons, where they might be always 
under the eye of the Turks, and found whenev 
er it was resolved to execute them. I felt a 
deep interest in her family, and frequently visit­
ed them at their lodgings in mean and obscure 
apartments. It was Helena who played the 
piano; she was anxious to acquire European ac­
complishments, and succeeded to her wish.— 
Among the music was one strain she was par­
ticularly fond of, without knowing its name. I 
informed her the words were, “Hope told a 
flattering tale, that joy would soon return.”— 
She accepted the omen with enthusiasm; a joy 
in sadness that was quite affecting; and she nev­
er ceased playing it with the most pathetic ef­
fect, But though the cause of her illness was 
removed, the effects were fatal. Her constitu­
tion had received so violent a shock through 
her sensibility, that she soon sunk under it.— 
When times became more tranquil, her family 
was suffered to remove to St. Demetri, a healthy 
village on a hill opposite Pera,for the benefit of 
the air. I was so anxious for her fate, that I 
established a communication by telegraph with 
her sister, by which I was every morning ap­
prized of the state of her health, and it amused 
her to keep up the distant conversation. One 
morning the preconcerted signal was not return- 
od. I conjectured the fatal cause—Helena 
was dead. 1 had received from the Prayer book 
Society a case of copies of our Liturgy, trans­
lated into several languages, and among the rest 
into Greek. I gave her one ir. her native tongue 
and she became passionately attached to it.— 
Her fine understanding at once perceived the 
superiority of our service to the frivolous su­
perstition of her own. While confined to 
her bed, she was continually reading the book, 
and when she died it was found under her pil­
low open at the funeral service.’
THE I’lOUS FAMILY.
The following are brief extracts from the second volume 
of Suddard’s British Pulpit. The work is interspersed 
with short pieces of this description, which add greatly to 
the variety and interest of its character Christian Watch­
man.
Soon after the surrender of Copenhagen to 
the English in the year 1807, detachments of 
soldiers were for a time stationed in the sur­
rounding villages. It happened one day that 
three soldiers, belonging to a Highland regi­
ment, were sent to forage among the neighbor­
ing farm-houses. They went to several, but
found them stripped and deserted. At length
they came to a large garden or orchard, full of 
apple trues, bending under the weight of fruit. 
They entered by a gate, and followed a path 
which brought them to a neat farm-house. Ev­
ery thing without bespoke quietness and secu­
rity; but as they entered by the front door, the 
mistress of the house and her children ran 
screaming out at the back. The interior of the 
house presented an appearance of order and 
comfort superior to what might be expected 
from people in that station, and from the habits 
of the country. A watch hung by the side of 
the fire-place, and a neat book-case, well filled, 
attracted the attention of the elder soldier. He 
took down a book, it was written in a language 
unknown to him, but the name of Jesus Christ 
was legible on every page. At this moment the 
master of the house entered by the door through 
which bis wife and children had just fled. One 
of the soldiers, by threatening signs, demand­
ed provisions, the man stood firm and undaunt­
ed, but shook his head. The soldier who held 
the book approached him, and pointing to the 
name of Jesus Christ, laid his hand upon his 
heart, and looked up to heaven. Instantly the 
farmer grasped his hand, shook it vehemently, 
then ran out of the room. He soon return­
ed, with his wife and children, laden with milk, 
eggs, bacon, &c., which were freely tendered; 
and when money was offered in return, it was 
at first refused. But as two of the soldiers were 
pious, they much to the chagrin of their com­
panion, (who swore grievously he would never 
forage with them again) insisted upon paying 
for all they took. When taking leave, the pious 
soldiers intimated to the farmer that it would 
be well for him to secrete his watch: but, by 
most significant signs, he gave them to under­
stand, that he feared no evil, for his trust was in 
God,and that though his neighbors, on the right 
hand and on the left, had fled from their habi­
tation, and by foraging parties had lost what 
they could not remove, not a hair of his head 
had been injured, nor had he even lost an apple 
from his trees. “The angel of the Lord en 
campeth round about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them.”
TRUE HUMILITY.
True humility, while it brings to light our 
own sins, is ever sure to cover a multitude of 
the sins of others.
The man who is the most sensible of his own 
failings, will always he heard to talk the least of 
the fadings of others. It is the proud man, the 
proud professor of the Gospel, who is the revil­
ing man, the censorious professor.
Pride takes a pleasure in bringing to light the 
infirmities of others, that itself may be exalted 
while humility delights in contemplating theii 
excellencies, that it may he laid by them still 
iower in its own esteem, and he led to imitate 
their graces.
'fhe reason why we are censorious and hard 
hearted is simply this,—we have not the Spirit 
of Christ, and are none of his. Never let us 
deem ourselves Christians, till we bear some re­
semblance to our meek, lowly, and compassion­
ate Master. The religion which he puts into 
the heart of his followers, softens the character 
sweetens the temper, and enlivens ali the tender 
affections of the soul, and fills it with kindness, 
and with love.—Bradley’s Sermons.
THE lord’s DAY IN NEW ZEALAND 
“Tile services of the Lord’s day,” writes a
Missionary in New Zealand, “are regularly ob­
served, where’whole families attend divine wor­
ship. The morning service begins at 9 o’clock. 
About half an hour after the morning service, 
the bell rings for catechism, when old and 
young attend. Catechism being concluded all 
who, are able to read, read a chapter or two.— 
The School concludes with a hymn and prayer 
and disperses: when at three o’clock the natives 
assemble again for the afternoonservice. When 
people hunger after-the word, three meals are 
not too much. How few with us who care to 
attend three services! “Too much of a good
thing,” is a favorite maxim with some people__
The New Zealanders have not yet learned it.— 
Missionary.
From the Hartford Watchman.
READING OF TIIE SCRIPTURES.
It would be difficult to trace, in all its bear­
ings, the influence of an undue familiarity with 
the Bible, on the habit of reading it for purposes 
of devotion. Such a habit is necessary to 
Christian growth and enjoyment. It has been 
carefully maintained by eminent saints. On its 
maintainance depends, in no small degree, an 
enlarged spiritual acquaintance with the rich 
treasures of revealed truth. Pastors have oft­
en felt the truth of this remark when they have 
conversed with aged Christians whose know 
ledge of the Scriptures was far in advance of 
their general knowledge, and far greater than 
their natural advantages furnished just reason 
for expecting. Multitudes from the humbler 
grade or’ life, who have been taught of God and j 
delighted tor a course of years to meditate on 
his statutes, have acquired consistent, correct, 
and extensive knowledge of the system of re­
vealed truth; and on the verge of life they could 
trulysay—Thy statutes have been my song in this 
house of my pilgrimage.
The Bible is now extensively studied; itsgc- 
ography and its history are coming to be un­
derstood by great numbers. Much is known 
concerning its facts and miracles, and the scene 
with which its writers are familiar, and the cir­
cumstances of the age in which they respective­
ly lived and wrote. This is well. It must, 
however, be viewed as just occasion for regret 
that the mode of studying it has contributed to 
divest it in the eyes of multitudes, of its sacred 
character. They approach it much as they 
would any approved book on science or history. 
They are learning all except its spirituality, 
and the way which it opens to heavenly bless­
edness. The extraneous and circumstantial 
knowledge which is thus gained is vastly pre­
ferable to ignorance, and even to the know-
Still this knowledge is not saving. It would be 
pleasant to believe that all who are engaged in 
superintending and directing the study of the 
Bible are in the daily habit of reading it as a de­
votional exercise. Some doubtless are. There 
is, however, far too little distinction between 
Christians and others in regard to the manner 
of reading the Holy Scriptures. It may be 
questioned whether, since they were generally- 
possessed, the day ever was, when they were so 
much read mechanically, and so little devotion- 
ally.
If facts warrant this view, it may be well to 
inquire into the causes concerned in drawing 
avvay attention devoted to the Bible from its 
spirituality and devotion.
The first claiming attention is the general 
tendency of the human mind to extremes. The 
extensive effort, such as the last fifty years has 
witnessed, to promote the study of the Bible, 
could hardly fail to act powerfully on this ten­
dency. In not a few instances, too the most 
active principles of unsanctified human nature, 
have been appealed to and called into vigorous 
action, in order to facilitate the commission of 
portions of scripture to memory, while little 
had been done to impress the truth on the heart. 
In some instances the great importance of this 
has been felt, and the most cheering and salu­
tary results have been experienced. The study 
of the Bible has thus been the means of lead­
ing many to a spiritual acquaintance with their 
own hearts, and with the only Saviour. It can­
not have escaped observation, however, that 
where the main object lias been to promote a 
circumstantial knowledge of the Bible, many 
have, undesignediy perhaps, overlooked in a 
great measure the spiritual and devotional ap­
plication of the truths with which their employ­
ment has led them to be so conversant.
Another cause of the decline of the devo­
tional reading of the Scriptures mav be the ten­
dency of the mind to substitute one duty for an­
other. Examples of this tendency weie fre­
quent when Christ was on earth, and they are 
seen in almost all the prevailing forms of asso- 
cial effort. Members of associations act in 
their collective capacity and make few, if any 
private efforts to promote the object for which 
they at first associated. Tfiose who throw their 
influence into the leading benevolent societies, 
extensively regard this as releasing them from 
obligations to do good privately. It is accord­
ant with this known tendency of the mind of 
those who study portions of the Bible to substi­
tute this study in p'ace of reading it for purpos­
es of devotion. Thus many teach it,who nei­
ther imbibe nor communicate its heavenly spir­
it. They make attention to it in one respect a 
substitute for attending to it in all respects, and 
become well versed in the letter which killeth, 
while they are strangers to the spirit which glv- 
eth life.
Another cause of this decline may be that 
style of preaching which sanctions novel interpre­
tations and far fetched illustrations of Scripture. 
Ir cannot be denied, that many sermons are 
preached for popular effect. The stage and 
the pulpit were once wider apart than they are 
now. As this style of preaching wants the 
spirit of devotion, it cannot be expected to 
co'mmunicate it to the hearers. As it departs 
from the simplicity of the Bible, it must lead 
those accustomed to hear it to do the same 
thing. The taste which is fed by it, will seek it 
not only in sermons, but in the Bible itself, and 
in all hooks which bear upon the illustration of 
its truths.
Neaily allied to this, and equally adverse to 
devotion, is what may with strict propriety be 
termed a philosophical style of preaching which 
dwells much on the nature of things, and on 
the nature of God's moral government, and 
squares the intei pretation of the Bible with 
some system of mental philosophy, and leaves 
the impression that the sum of man’s depravity 
is a number of mistaken views on those sub­
jects which it is the great business of preach­
ing to correct. If this style of preaching pre­
vail only to a limited extent, it is evident that 
the hearers must fail to catch the spirit of de­
votion: and if it be not manifested and felt in 
the house of God on the Sabbath, how un­
likely is it to be promoted in the reading of 
the Scriptures during the other days of the 
week.
Another cause of this decline is, a weak faith 
in the grace of the Holy Spirit, without whose 
influence all means will be inefficacious. It is not 
to be expected that the reading of the Bible 
will promote devotion where there is no deep 
sense of dependence on the teaching and assist­
ance of the Holy Spirit. A weak faith in his 
grace is a certain consequence of those views 
of truth and its influence on the heart, which 
supercede almost the necessity of divine influ­
ence; or which make that influence to consist 
in persuasion, illumination, oraskillful wielding 
of the truth. It is a curious and impressive 
fact, that a cold and reluctant admission of this 
necessity has been set up as a principal ground 
of defence against the imputation of error.— 
Possibly it was forgotten, that the gospel, by 
eminence of distinction from the former dis­
pensation, and from any inherent power in it­
self, is styled the ministration of the Spirit.—• 
Paul may plant, and A polios may water, but it 
is God who giveth the increase. /Fhe gospel 
does not ask for a cold and scanty admission on 
this fundamental point, It consents not to di­
vide the glory of salvation between means and 
instruments on the one band, and its efficient 
Author on the other. It does not cast the sin­
ner either before or after regeneration, on his 
own resources. It is altogether more encour­
aging in its aspect toward the dependent and un­
worthy. It proffers the rich grace of the Ho­
ly Spirit. It excites expectations of this 
grace in. him who hears it, and to him who 
reads its overtures of pardon and peace— 
its prohibitions of sin,and its requisitions of du­
ty-
In thus glancing at some of the causes which 
may have contributed to quench, rather than
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increase, of late, a spirit of devotion, we have 
wished to prepare the minds of Christians, to 
resist their joint and separate action, and to 
bring distinctly into view their obligations to 
cultivate personal piety. Nothing in the pres­
ent state of the Church, and the world, can sup­
ply the place of this. Only in the possession or 
deep personal piety, can the light ol Christians 
so shine before men, that others seeing their 
•rood works, shall glorify their Father which is 
fn heaven. They should not only search the 
Scriptures, but daily read them with meditation 
and prayer, as a means of keeping alive in the 
heart the flame of devotion,and of filling it with 
a sweetsense of excellence of heaven and divine 
things. With the experience of this is associated a 
cordial'love of God’s truth,and a supreme desire 
that he may be glorified in imparting the same 
elevated enjoyment of his character and his 
word to those who are strangers to it. With 
the mind sweetly stayed on God, and highly 
relishing his truth, the heart will overflow with 
love to God and man. There will be no strange­
ness between the soul of the Christian and that 
God whose presence is life, and whose loving 
kindness is better than life.
ues its valuable labours in connexion with the 
operations of our society. It is a highly useful 
auxiliary in the important work of disseminat­
ing sound views of religion and the Church.— 
Its well-selected tracts go forth as silent mis­
sionaries, and valuable is the aid they render in 
making known the principles, and enforcing the 
precepts of our holy faith. We commend it to 
the patronage of the friends of the Church.
From the Treasurer’s report, it appears that 
the receipts during the past year, inclusive of 
the unexpended balance from the preceding 
year, amount to the sum of $4,070 36. The 
expenditures amounts to .$3,144 63; leaving a 
balance at present ir. the treasury of $925 73. 
The amount due to our missionaries and bene­
ficiaries is about $400.*
* The ladies of St. John’s church, Northern Liberties, 
have lately appropriated seventy-five dollars to the funds of 
the society,—which was not in time to be mentioned in the 
Treasurer’s report.
THE OBSERVER.
From the N. Y. Evangelist. 
FAITH OF PARENTS.
“Jesus said, suffer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” In order to know cor­
rectly how much Jesus intended that we should 
understand by what he said in the verse quoted 
we must ascertain what, in that instance, the 
parents sought of him. This it seems to me, 
we can satisfactorily do. (See Matt. v. 13.J— 
“Then were brought unto him little children 
that he should put his hands on them, and 
pray.” “Imposition of hands,” says Henry, 
“was a ceremony used especially in parental 
blessings.” (See Gen. xlviii. 14.) It intimates 
something of love and familiarity mixed with 
power and authority, and bespeaks an efficacy 
in the blessing. Doubtless those who brought 
the children believed on Christ. For Christ 
could “do not many mighty works,” in a cer­
tain place, because of unbelief, and it is not at 
all probable that he would have answered the 
request of those who brought these infants, had 
they not done it in faith. In another relation 
of the same event, it is said f'Mark x. 13.)— 
“They brought little children to him that he 
should touch them,” merely touch theml What 
was the faith of the woman who secretly touched 
the hem of Jesus’ garment? They wished him 
also to “pray" for them. Was it merely a tem­
poral blessing that they sought? Had it been 
a temporal blessing, would it have been grant­
ed? When the mother of Zebedee's children 
came to him, desiring a temporal blessing, our 
Saviour evinced to her that he did not concern 
himself about such blessings and that he was 
not careful to answer her request. We no where 
hear of our Saviour's bestowing temporal emo' 
lutnents. But the blessing desired in the pre­
sent case was cheerfully and joyfully granted. It 
seemed to be a request that exactly accorded 
with the object of his mission. Would Jesus 
Christ lay his hands on children in token of his 
blessing and pray for them, and they be and re­
main his enemies? Reader,are you a Christian 
—Have you a “little child,” or little children ? 
—Hear the blessed Saviour say to you, “Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto him.” How do you respond to this com­
mand? Do you say, “I do not know that it will 
he of any use to bring them?” Suppose that 
the disciples had responded thus after Jesus re­
buked them. Do you neglect to bring your 
children to Christ? Was Jesus “much displeas­
ed" at his disciples who rebuked those that 
brought to him the little children, who had nev­
er heard of this command and will he not be 
much more displeased with you for carelessly 
or contemptuously neglecting it?
GAMBIER, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 1837.
Confirmation.—Bishop Mcllvaine held a Con­
firmation in Harcourt Parish, Gambier, on Sunday 
last, when 6 persons were admitted to that ordi­
nance.
Theological Seminary and Kenyon College, 
Gambier.—The Catalogue of this Institution has 
just been published, from which it appears that 
there are at the present time connected with it 206 
Students, under the care of 14 Officers and Instruc­
tors. The Students are classed as follows : Theo­
logical Students: Senior Class, 5—Middle Class, 
3—Junior Class, 3. Undergraduates : Senior 
Class, 13—Junior Class, 4—Sophomore Class, 19 
—Fresh man Class, 16—Partial Course, 1.-— Seni­
or Preparatory Department, 66—Junior Prepara­
tory Department, 76.—Total 206. In our next 
we shall make some extracts from the statement of 
the course.
The Domestic Committee of the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society have appointed the 
Rev. Burton Hickox, of the Diocese of New-York, 
their Missionary to Maumee City and Perrysburg, 
Ohio.
Detained from Heaven’ by the Blessedness of 
its Prospect.—When the late venerable Thomas 
Scott, author of the Commentary, paid his last visit 
to his old and revered friend, the Rev. Henry Venn, 
he found him in rather a torpid and vacant state. 
But at length on the mention of the prospect be­
fore him, and how his Lord would welcome him to 
glory, all his ancient fire rekindled, and he .talked 
for some time in 'the most animated and heavenly 
strain. Indeed it was remarked that this aged saint, 
when he seemed nearly expiring, was repeatedly 
revived again by the thoughts of the happiness 
which awaited him, and continued somewhat lon­
ger on earth through the inspiring prospect of the 
glory prepared for him in heqven.
Board of Missions of the Protestant Episco­
pal Church.—The Spirit of Missions for March, 
has come to hand, from which it appears that the 
receipts into the Treasury for Domestic Missions 
from the 15th of January, to the 14th of February, 
were as follows :—
MISSIONARY.
SOCIETY FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
CHRISTIANITY IN PENNSYLVANIA.
(Abstract of the 2.5th annual report, presented at the an­
nual meeting Jan. 6th 1837, and published in the Protes­
tant Episcopalian.)
In reviewing what has been done during the 
past year, the missionary department of the so­
ciety; as the most important in its objects, first 
claims our notice. The whole number of mis­
sionaries that, since the first of January last, 
have, for longer or shorter periods, been in the 
service of the society, is twenty-seven. Of 
these, there are at the present time, nineteen en­
gaged in the work to which they were appoint­
ed.
From the reports of our missionaries that 
have come to hand, we have collected the fol­
lowing interesting details. They officiate to 
about forty organized congregations, and in 
about as many places where no parishes have 
yet been regularly formed. The number of 
services on Sundays has been 1,702, and on 
week days 641. They have baptized 15 adults, 
and 214 children. The number of communi­
cants is 657, of which 77 have been added with­
in the last year. The number confirmed has 
been 128. There are 26 Sunday schools re­
ported, in which there arc 234 teachers and 1,- 
500 scholars.
When it is recollected,that the field in which 
our missionaries are laboring was, a short time 
since, among the waste places of our diocese, 
and would, in perhaps every instance,have been 
at this time without the services of the Church 
but for the efforts put forth in their behalf by 
our society—it cannot but strike the mind of 
every observer that the work in which we arc 
engaged, has not been in vain in the Lord, and 
that the seed sown has produced, and is produc­
ing, a rich and abundant increase.
Turning to the education department of the 
society, we report five Beneficiaries to whofti it 
extends assistance. Of these, three are pursu­
ing their studies in the General Theological 
emmary, and two are in a course of prepara­
tion to enter that I 1 ,,
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Young men of merit are thus enabled to pre­
pare for, and pursue their theological studies, 
who, without this assistance, would be lost to 
the ministry of the Church.
The Female Episcopal Tract Society contin-
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Domestic Missions.
Massachusetts, $100 00, Virginia, $340 57
Rhode-Island, 149 00, South-Carolina, 932 67
Connecticut, 160 69, Georgia, 163 92
New-York, 1037 73, Ohio, 14 42
New-Jersey. 112 00, Michigan, 53 61
Pennsylvania, 632 37.
Total, $3852 00
Foreign Missions.
Massachusetts, $255 00, Virginia, $2086 95
Connecticut, 138 66, South-Carolina, 651 70
New-York, 221 75, Ohio, 54 49
New-Jersey, 83 76, Illinois, 24 00
Pennsylvania, 27 00, Greece, 10 00
Maryland, 384 43,
Total, $3936 74
The following action has been taken by the Do­
mestic Committee in relation to the Indian Missions 
at Green Bay and Lake Winnebago —
Whereas, By recent treaties made by the United States 
with the several Indian tribes in the Wisconsin Territory 
those Indians who have hitherto enjoyed the advantages 
afforded them by our Mission School at Green Bay, are 
lequired to remove to the country beyond the Wolf River, 
thereby placing themselves beyond the influence of our 
Green Bay Mission, and whereas, for this and other rea­
sons, it seems expedient to the Committee that the number 
of scholars at said Mission School should be reduced, with 
a view to the ultimate discontinuance of the establishment* 
whenever the Indians shall have all removed from the Ter ­
ritory; and whereas, in the opinion of the Secretary and 
General Agent, who has recently visited Green Bay, such 
a reduction ought to take place, with as little delay as pos­
sible—in which opinion of the Secretary and General. 
Agent, the Superintendent and Teachers nt Green Bay, 
and the Rev. Mr. Cadle, lully concur:—therefore,
Resolved, That the Rev. Daniel E. Brown, Superinten­
dent of the Green Bay Mission School, be instructed to 
teduce the number of scholars to twenty-five, with as little 
delay as is consistent with the arrangements that have been 
heretofore entered into with the parents and guardians of 
the children now at the school, so as to violate no pledge 
which has been given to said children, or to their parents 
and guardians.
Resolved, That in making this reduction, Mr. Brown he 
instructed to retain, as far as practicable only full-blooded 
Indian children or such as are nearly so—and those of the 
greatest promise—who will be likely to exert the happiest 
influence over their respective tribes, and to be most bene­
ficial to the Indians generally, whenever they shall leave 
the School.
I he Mission among the Menotnenees, which had been 
established and chiefly supported by the Government as a 
school for civilizing and educating that tribe, and which.
by the provisions of recent treaties, will be discontinued in 
the spring, bad also been a subject to which the Committee 
had given much attention and consideration. The result 
was the adoption, at this meeting, of the following pream­
ble and resolution:
Whereas, In the present unsettled condition of the Me- 
nomenee Indians, who are about to remove to their coun­
try beyond the Wolf River, and will probably suon remove 
west of the Mississippi, it seems to this Committee inex­
pedient to establish a Mission among them, which would 
he attended with much expense, and would he liable at 
any time to be broken up; and whereas, it appears from 
the letters of the Rev. Henry Gregory, Missionary to the 
Menomonees, that the commencement of such a Mission 
would require a large investment of money in the erec­
tion of suitable buildings, &c., and would be attended with 
a heavy annual expenditure ; such as the present state of 
this Committee’s funds would by no means warrant, nor 
the unsettled condition of said Indians at all justify; there­
fore,
Resolved, That for the present, no Missions be established 
by this Committee among the Menominees.
Saco, in the State of Maine has been disconti­
nued as a missionary station. The Rev. M. Le 
Forbes, of the Diocese of Tennessee, has been ap­
pointed Missionary to Columbus, Mississippi. The 
Rev. Richard F. Cad’e has resigned the missionary 
station at Navarino. Jacksonville, Ill. will be dis­
continued as a missionary station after the 1st of 
July next. Circleville, Ohio, is likewise to be dis­
continued at the same time. The Rev. G. P. Gid- 
dinge, Missionary to Hopkinsville, Ky., has resign­
ed, and the place discontinued as a station, it being 
now able to support its minister. The vacant sta­
tion of Lancaster and Somerset, Ohio, is discon­
tinued, and Maumee City and Perrysburg, are con­
stituted a missionary station for one year.
From the proceedings of the Foreign Committee 
we gather the following items —
Salonica (ancient Thesalonica)in Macedonia, has 
been constituted a missionary station, and two mis­
sionaries are to be sent to that city so soon as suit­
able persons shall offer.
The Rev. W. J. Boone, of the Diocese of South
ness—but it is necessary that our minds as well as 
our hands be withdrawn from worldly pursuits.— 
And I apprehend the Sabbath is violated when this 
is not the case. Of what avail can it be that we 
keep our bodies from being engaged during the 
hours of this sacred day, if we suffer our thoughts 
to. wander as usual, amongst the cares and business 
of life 7 As far as the example may go, it may in­
deed be well—but for all spiritual purposes the Sab­
bath is entirely lost. And I must think that the 
man, however strict he may be in his outward con­
duct, who nevertheless permits his mind to bo oc­
cupied by worldly cares, is guilty of violating the 
Sabbath. For let it be borne in mind, that the 
Sabbath is to be observed not only as a day of rest, 
but as a season in which we are especially called 
upon to worship God, and it is utterly impossible 
for us to worship Him, who isa spirit, in spirit and 
in truth, while our thoughts are to the ends of the 
earth. If then, we would make the most of this 
season, which God has graciously set apart for our 
spiritual good, let us endeavour not only to abstain 
from all unnecessary labor, but also to banish the 
world and its cares from our minds. Let us fix 
our attention more intently upon what is really the 
great business of life, the preparation of the soul 
for its future state. We may find it difficult at 
first to control our thoughts, but in reliance upon 
Divine aid, and by constant perseverance, we shall 
succeed ; and then the Sabbath, instead of an un­
pleasant and tiresome day, will become a most de­
lightful season—a season of sacred rest, during 
which we shall be able to hold intimate and unin­
terrupted communion with our heavenly Father.
Philos.
Carolina, has been appointed Missionary to China.
The Treasurer of the Foreign Committee, Henry 
Cary, Esq. having embarked for Europe, Mr. Chs. 
J. Aldis has been chosen to fill the office of acting 
Treasurer during the absence of Mr. Cary.
The following resolutions were passed by the 
Committee at an adjourned meeting, Feb. 14:—
It appears that the rate of income for foreign Missions j 
thus far, during the present official year, does not exceed! 
$22,000 per annum, while the Foreign Committee are 
now under pecuniary responsibilities, amounting to about 
$25,000 per annum, and whereas the Committee arc de­
sirous, in the faithful discharge of their duty, of enlarg­
ing their operations abroad, to the extent that an intelli­
gent conviction on the part of the Church, and the offer 
of suitable laborers may justify ; and whereas it is desira­
ble that the claims of the Foreign Department of the 
Missionary operations of the Church, should be more ex­
tensively urged than cal) be done by the Secretary and 
General Agent, and all needful authority for this purpose 
being vested in the Committee by the Board of Missions, 
therefore,
Resolved, That several Agents be especially appointed 
for a limited time, to present the claims of Foreign 
Missions before the Church, both for the purpose of add­
ing to the funds and promoting a just Missionary spirit.
Resolved, That the following gentlemen be requester! to 
undertake such service in the regions assigned to them, re­
spectively, viz. For the Eastern Diocese, Vermont and 
Connecticut, the Rev. A. II. Vinton, Rector of Grace 
Church, Providence; for the western part of New York 
and Pennsylvania, the Rev. Alonzo Potter, D. D., Prof, 
of Union College, N. Y.; for the western and South-west­
ern States, the Rev. John T. Brooke, Rector of Christ 
Church, Cincinnati' for the South, with special reference 
to attending Diocesan Conventions,--------------- .
Resolved, That the above gentlemen be requested to per­
form the duties respectively undertaken by them, and to 
report, prior to the meeting of the Board of Missions in 
Baltimore, on the 7th June; and that they be entitled to 
receive compensation while so employed, at the rate of 
$1000 per annum each, and their travelling expenses.
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed with power to 
fill any vacancies which may occur in the above appoint­
ments, and in general to carry the foregoing Resolutions 
hito effect; and also to mature a more permanent plan for 
accomplishing the purposes of an Agency, for adoption by 
this Committee, in order to be laid before the Board of 
Missions.
Under the last Resolution, the previous Special Com­
mittee was appointed, enlarged by the addition of the Rev. 
W. Jackson and Mr. John P. Stagg.
For the Gambier Observer.
Messrs. Editors,—The Episcopal Recorder of the 
25th ult. contains a letter from the Rt. Rev. Bp. 
Smith of Kentucky, to the Rev. Dr. Tyng of Phi­
ladelphia, in explanation of the article published by 
the Bishop in a late number of the Literary and 
Theological Review, “on the Relative Position of 
the Church during different periods.” „ Whether the 
explanation given by the Bishop is altogether satis­
factory I leave for others to determine. There is 
one statement introduced into the letter, however, 
upon which I would be happy to receive informa­
tion.
The Bishop says, “It is clear to all persons, di­
ligently reading the early writers, that the servants 
and children of believing parents were baptized 
with them ; that these children and servants were 
forthwith, if the bishop were present, received to 
Confirmation; that every Lord's day they partook 
of the Lord's supper,'’ &c. I am not confident 
that the Bishop here means to assert that children
thing can hide them fora single moment. Talk to 
them of their high destiny as immortal beings and
of the great provision which is made in the gospel
of Christ, for the, nourishment and growth of the 
soul. Talk to them of this life which is hastening 
to a close, and of that eternal life which is never 
to end ; and point out to them from the word of 
God, the way to eternal peace. Gather them around 
you, and kneel before the throne of God, seek his 
mercy and his grace, commit yourself and them to 
his guidance through life, and to the Holy Spirit to 
prepare and purify you for the life which is to come. 
Thus shall you return to the labors, the cares, and 
uncertainties of the world, with the high bearing of 
one who is pursuing a betlcr portion than aught 
that the world can give. Thus shall your habita­
tion be the abode of happiness, of peace, and of 
love. Thus shall your cliildren rise up to call you 
blessed. They shall go out from their father’s 
house with impressions upon their minds of “things- 
which are eternal,”—impressions calculated, by the 
blessing of God, to preserve them from the evil that 
is in the world, and to lead them through the labors' 
and anxieties of life, as heirs of immortality.”
In conclusion, Mr. Editor, permit me to hazard 
the assertion, that the claims of Sunday Schools 
should, ever he coupled with the more imperative 
duty of family instruction, and that when we en­
treat God’s rich blessing on the former we ought to 
remember still more especially the latter.
I trust the beauty of the above extract will be 
sufficient excuse for the length of this paper.
Fipes.
R. March Qlh, 1837.
For the Gambier Observer. 
ENTHUSIASM.
“To waive the exercise of discrimination, can, 
under no imaginable circumstances, be advantage­
ous to any man ; nor is it ever otherwise than ab­
surd to persist in a solecism which might he cor­
rected by a moment’s attention to obvious facts.— 
But some such suspension of good sense manifestly 
takes place with those who accustom themselves 
to designate in a mass, as enthusiasts, the many 
thousands of their countrymen, of all communions, 
who at the present time make profession of the 
doctrines of the Reformation.
“ All who are not wilfully ignorant, must know 
that what is vulgarly called ‘ the religious world,’ 
now includes not only myriads of the lower, and 
middle, and imperfectly educated classes, in relation 
to whom self-complaisant arrogance may easily find 
pretexts oi scorn ;—and not only many of the opu­
lent and the noble ; blit a fair proportion also of all 
the talent, and learning, and brilliancy of mind that 
adorns the professional circles, and that vivifies the
partook of the Lord’s supper; though his language ' literature of the
the primitive Church children were admitted both j coniplished in whatever gives grace to human na-
to confirmation and the communion as well as to 
baptism. Now for one, Messrs. Editors, I would
ture : When those who are in no assignable good 
quality inferior to their competitors on the arena of
be glad to see the evidence in support of. this state- I nfe, are, on account of their religious opinions and 
ment. If any one of your correspondents will point : practices, called enthusiasts, is it not evident that
out the authorities where proof of such a custom , nothing is actually effected but the annulling of the 
in the primitive Church may be found, he will great- contumelious power of the term so misused ? We
ly oblige A Constant Reader. may indeed in this manner neutralize the signifi­
cance of a word ; but we cannot slur the fair latne 
of those upon whom so absurdly we have flung it.” 
We have chosen, Mr. Editor, the above some-
For the Gambier Observer.
FAMILY INSTRUCTION.
Mr. Editor,—Though highly pleased with the ' what lengthy quotation for the purpose of recom
spirit of the papers on Sunday Schools, which I 
have lately read in the Observer, I am fearful lest 
the omission of any notice of family instruction 
should tend to foster, what I believe to be too gene­
ral even among Christian parents, a neglect of that 
important and interesting duty.
mending to the attention of those who have not 
met with it, the book from which it is extracted. 
The author of the “Natural History of Enthusi­
asm” has conferred a lastiug'obligation on the Chris­
tian world in presenting them with a book which, 
by discriminating between that presumptuous bold-
Many reasons may he assigned for its neglect. , ness which leads to the cherishing of unwarranted 
I notice only two. The thinking that the Sunday j hopes, and that fervent desire for the glory of God
School is intended as a substitute for it.—This no- which causes him who possesses it to trust to the 
tion is strengthened in those who arc willing to , efficiency ot means apparently insufficient for the
give up the religious instruction of their children 1 accomplishment of the object which the Gospel pro­
to others, by the unqualified approbation which is poses, leaves all who read it inexcusable if they
bestowed on these invaluable nurseries, and the continue such characters as one might be justified 
slight notice which is taken of what I humbly con- in calling enthusiasts.
sider of far greater moment—Family Instruction. This author has, in our opinion, accomplished
True we sometimes hear the Sunday school teacli- the two objects which, in his prelace, he mentions 
er tell the parents to attend to this duty, but is it , as having proposed to himself:—the one is, to de
not urged as a help to ihe teacher, to aid him in 
his labors, and only to impress more permanently 
on the young mind what is supposed to have been 
first learned at school. In this way the school
scribe “that Fictitious Piety which never fails to 
appear in “times of unusual religious excitement;” 
and the other, “ to fix the sense of the term En­
thusiasm, so as to wrest it from those who “ misuse
teacher is placed far above the parent in point of j it to their own infinite damage."
authority, and the instructions of the family instead 
of occupying the first place in the child’s mind, is 
thrown into the shade, and, with all its holy asso­
ciations, forever lost. The very reverse ought to 
be the case.—How often does the Lord say “Ye 
shall teach them (his commandments) to your chil­
dren.
I may be told, Sir, that those who instruct in
In pursuing his first object he has dwelt upon en­
thusiasm in the abstract, and also in its effects upon 
devotion, upon the doctrine of Divine Influence, 
upon that, of a Particular Providence, and upon the 
Interpretation of Prophecy. He has moreover 
shown how fruitful a source of heresy Enthusiasm 
has been in the ancient Church, and has ably ana-
' lyzed the ingredients of the ancient monachism.
Sunday Schools are more competent to the task ( These subjects, together with some observations 
than most parents; but when speaking of Chris- i upon the enthusiasm ol 1 hilanthropy and some
. For the Gambier Observer.
ON KEEPING THE SABBATH.
There are a few points connected with the sub­
ject of keeping the Sabbath to which it might be 
well if Christians would give more attention. That 
the Sabbath is greatly desecrated throughout our 
country, is a fact no less true than it is alarming. 
And that Christians contribute very much to in­
crease and aggravate this evil must be admitted. 
Surely if they had a realizing sense of the respon­
sibilities which rest upon them—the nature of that 
account which they must render in the great day— 
and especially if they possessed in their hearts that 
love of the Saviour which they ought, they would 
not willingly do any thing by which immortal souls 
could be injured. And I am persuaded that much 
of the evil, so far as Christians are concerned, aiises 
from the want of due reflection. In order there­
fore to impress my own mind more deeply with the 
importance of this subject, and with the hope of 
calling the attention of some others to it, I have 
ventured to submit a few hints with the hope that 
some good may be accomplished. Without going 
into the subject at large, 1 will confine my remarks 
to some of the more common modes by which 
Christians violate the Sabbath.
First, they violate it by indulging in worldly- 
mindedness. There can be no question that the 
holiness and sanctity of the Sabbath are too fre­
quently overlooked. It is supposed by many that 
keeping the Sabbath consists mainly in abstaining 
from the ordinary business of life—in laying aside 
the usual occupations, and thereby making it a day 
Oi rest. This, no doubt, is a part, but if we do 
no more, we fail most essentially to keep the day 
holy. It is all-important, I know, that there be, 
as far as possible, a cessation from worldly busi­
tian parents, I am not prepared to make any such hints on the probable spread of Christianity, form 
concession; for who is so capable of “ training up • the topics of the book whose title we have mention-
a child in the way he should go,” as those to 1 ed, and which we are ihe more anxious to recom 
whom he owes his being. It may be that they are | mend, inasniuch as we feel that the subject it treats
not so learned, nor so fluent of speech, nor able to 
tell them quite so many fine things, but their teach­
ing, Sir, has an unction which no Sunday School 
teacher’s can ever have—the unction of parental 
tenderness, entreaty and regard.
Another cause for the neglect of this duty is the 
occupation of the time which could be most advan­
tageously devoted to it, in public social worship.
The evening of Sunday is doubtless the best 
time (in mbst cases) for this hallowed occupation- — 
but then many, if not most of our people are at­
tending social meetings. This, though it be in it­
self, under proper circumstances, very commenda­
ble, is, when indulged in to the exclusion of other 
and more important duties, highly reprehensible.
I specify this time because it seems as if it were 
specially adapted to such sacred purposes. “To 
those,” says Dr. Abercrombie, “who are laboriously 
occupied on other days, there is something pecu­
liarly and solemnly valuable in the evening of the 
Sabbath. You are not fatigued, as on other eve­
nings, with the necessary labors of the day ; you 
have 'attended public ministrations of religion, 
which have left some impression on your mind, of 
the things which relate to your everlasting peace. 
I hen is the time to retreat from all intrusion,- to 
shut your dooi, ——to gather your family around you, 
and to contemplate yourself and them as passing 
through a scene ot moral discipline to an eternal 
existence. Lose not the benefit of the precious 
moments : take- your children to your side, fold 
them in the arms of parental affection, and talk to 
them of that God who has appointed them their lot 
in this world, and from whose alLgeeing' eve no-
of is one, which has very strong claims upon the 
attention of those whose desire it is,to see the lovely 
lineaments of the Church’s beauty disfigured ar 
little as may be, by the wildness of undue excite­
ment and the stupor of the depression which so 
inevitably follows.
Any man who observes, must be struck with one 
thing—that the piety of a large portion of profess­
ed Christians, is a piety of the imagination, a piety 
of the feelings, a piety of the intellect, a piety of 
any thing rather than of the heart. It is not oi 
that pure, fervent, deep and simple character which 
only can endure. It blazes forth in rapture at the 
religious meeting, but the lamp lacks oil, and k , 
sodn gc?s out, leaving nothing behind it but a va­
pour which offends, to tell that it once was a shi­
fting light t it melts into tears at the preachingc 
the word, but those very tears seem but to bln- 
the eyes when duty leads to the doing of the wor • 
it feels the heart sad and wounded at some tale o 
sorrow, but when the time for visiting the sick ano 
the afflicted arrives, the wounded heart itself
the sympathy and attention which ought to have 
ffecledbeen bestowed upon the distress which first attec 
it; It is of the same stamp as was her piety o 
whom Crabbe says,
“She knew that mothers sighed and widows wepfi, 
“And she was sorry, said her prayers and- -slept.
Are not these things so ? The answer comes but
too readily—they are. But must they continue so.
We trust not ; apd we look to this little book as a 
means of producing a very important effect upon 
the quality of the piety of those who may read it- 
We cannot better justify ourselves in the big
GAMBIER OBSERVER. 73>
hopes we entertain of the future usefulness of this 
work than by quoting two or three passages, which 
will serve more to impress its merits upon the 
minds of your readers than any recommendation it 
is in our power to give. The first we select is 
from the chapter on Devotion, and is, to our mind, 
full of force and discrimination.
“BuUthere are devotional exercises, which, though they 
assume the style and phrases of prayer, have no other ob­
ject than to attain the immediate pleasures of excitement. 
The devotee is not in truth a petitioner, for his prayers ter­
minate in himself; and if he reaches the expected pitch 
of transient emotion, he desires nothing more. This ap­
petite for feverish agitations, naturally prompts a quest of 
whatever is exorbitant in expression or sentiment, and as 
naturally inspires a dread of all those subjects of meditation 
which tend to abate the pulse of the moral system. If 
the language of humiliation is at all admitted into the en­
thusiast’s devotions, it must be so pointed with extrava­
gance, and so blown out with exaggerations, that it serves 
much more to tickle the fancy than to affect the heart; it is 
a burlesque of penitence, very proper to amuse a mind that 
is destitute of real contrition. That such artificial humil­
iations do not spring from the sorrow of repentance, is 
proved bv their bringing with them no lowliness of temper. 
Genuine humility would shake the whole towering struc­
ture of his enthusiastic pietism; and, therefore, in the place 
of Christian humbleness of mind, there are cherished cer­
tain ineffable notions of self-annihilation and self-renuncia­
tion, and we know not what other attempts at metaphysi­
cal suicide. If you receive the enthusiast’s description of 
himself, he has become, in bis own esteem, by continued 
force of divine contemplation, infinitely less than an atom 
—a very negative quality—an incalculable fraction of posi­
tive entity; meanwhile the whole of his deportment betrays 
the sensitiveness of a self-importance ample enough for a 
god.”
On the same subject and to the same effect is the 
following :—
"The substitution of the transient and unreal, for the 
real and enduring objects of prayer, brings with it often 
that sort of meliorated mysticism which consists in a soli­
citous dissection of the changing emotions of the religious 
life, and in a sickly sensitiveness, which serves only to di­
vert attention from wliat is important in practical virtue---
There are anatomists of .piety who destroy all the freshness 
and vigour of faith and hope and charity, by immuring 
themselves, night and day, in the infected atmosphere of 
tlieii own bosom. Let a man of warm heart, who is hap­
pily surrounded with the dear objects of the social affec­
tions, try the effect of a parallel practice;—let him institute 
anxious scrutinies of his feelings totvards those whom, 
hitherto, he has believed himself to regard with unfeigned 
love;_ let him use, in these inquiries, all the fine distinc­
tions of a casuist, and all the profound analyses of a me­
taphysician, and spend hours daily in pulling asunder every 
complex emotion of tenderness that has given grace to the 
domestic life: and moreover, let him journalize these ex­
aminations, and note particularly, and with the scrupulosi­
ty of an accomptant, how much of the mass of his kindly 
sentiments he has ascertained to consist of genuine love, 
and how much was selfishness in disguise; and let him from 
time to time, solemnly resolve to be in future, more dis­
interested and less hypocritical in his affection towards his 
family. What, at the end of a year, would be the result 
of such a process? What, but a wretched debility and de­
jection of the heart, and a strangeness and a sadness of the 
manners, and a suspension of the native expressions and 
ready offices of zealous affection? Meanwhile, the hesita­
tions and the musings, and the upbraidings of an introvert­
ed sensibility absorb the thoughts. Is it then reasonable 
to presume that similar practices in religion can have a ten­
dency to promote the healthful vigour of piety.”
We will make but one more extract, although 
we confess it costs us an effort to refrain.
"The moping sentimentalism which so often takes the 
place of Christian motives, is to he avoided, not merely 
because it holds up piety to the view of the world under a 
deplorable disguise; not merely because it deprives its vic­
tims of their eomfort: but chiefly because it ordinarily pro­
duces inattention to the substantial matters of common 
morality. The mind, occupied from dawn of day till mid­
night, with its own multifarious ailments, and busied in 
studying its pathologies, utterly forgets, or remissly dis­
charges the duties of social life; or the temper, oppressed 
bv vague solicitudes, falls into a state which makes it a 
nuisance in the house. Or, while the rising and falling 
temperature of the spirit is watched and recorded, the com­
mon principles of honour and integrity are so completely 
lost sight of, that, without explicit ill-attention, grievous 
delinquencies are fallen into, which bring a deluge of re­
proach upon religion. These melancholy perversions of 
Christian piety might seem not to belong, with strict pro­
priety, to our subject; but in fact religious despondency is 
the child of religious enthusiasm. Exhaustion and dejec­
tion succeed to excitement, just as debility follows fever.— 
Yesterday the unballasted vessel was seen hanging out all 
the gayety of its colours, and spreading wide its indiscre­
tion before a breeze, but the night came, the breeze strength­
ened, and to-day the hapless bark rolls dismasted, without 
help or hope, over the billows.
Amid the various topics touched upon by Paul, Peter, 
John and James, we scarcely find an allusion to these ques­
tions of spiritual nosology which, in later periods, and es­
pecially since the days of Augustine, and very much in 
our own times, have filled a large space in religious writ­
ings. .The Apostles believed, with unclouded confidence’ 
the revelation committed to them of judgment to come— 
of redemption from wrath by Jesus Christ, and of eternal 
glory. These great facts filled their hearts, and governed 
their lives; and in conjunction with the precepts of moral­
ity, were the exclusive themes of their preaching and writ- 
i»ir. Evidently, they found neither time nor occasion for 
entering upon nice analyses of motives; or for indulging 
fine musings and personal melancholies; nor did they ever 
think of resting the all-important question of their own 
sincerity, and of their claim to a part in the hope of the 
gospel, upon the abstract dialects which have since been 
thought indispensible to the definition of a saving faith— 
Assuredly, the Christians of the first age did not suppose, 
that volumes of metaphysical distinctions must be written 
and read before the genuineness of religious profession 
could be ascertained. The want in modern times, of a 
vivid conviction of the truth of Christianity, is, probably, 
the occasional source of many’ of these idle and dishearten­
ing subtleties- and it may be believed that a sudden en­
chantment of faith—using the word in its unsophisticated 
meaning, throughout the Christian community, would 
dispel in a moment, a thousand dismal and profitless re­
finements, and impart to the feelings of Christians that 
unvarying solidity which naturally belongs to the percep­
tion of facts so immensely important as those in the Scrip­
tures.”
In closing these remarks we would observe, that 
the author has succeeded in his second object, of 
fixing the acceptation of the word “ Enthusiasm.” 
We would gladly have seen its better meaning ap­
plied to a word which, though first bestowed in re­
proach, has become almost inseparably connected 
with the characters of some of the best and great­
est of our race ; and it was not without some re­
luctance that wc consented in our own mind, to 
yield to the appropriation which our author has 
made ; but, since individual preferences should ever 
give way to any thing which may promote perspi­
cuity or prevent discussions about mere words, we 
finally submitted to the choice of meaning which 
has been made. Enitor.
For the Gambier Observer. • 
OLINTHUS GREGORY, L. L. D., fee. 
Messrs. Editors,—The name of Dr. Gregory is 
so extensively known in this country, as connected 
with eminent attainments in science, literature and 
piety, and as associated with eminent works in the 
furtherance of each, that it will be doing an accepta­
ble service to your readers to make them acquaint­
ed with the history, labors and character of that 
excellent man and truly devout philosopher. I send 
you therefore a brief sketch of his life to the year 
1834, taken, unabridged, from that beautiful work 
of English art, the “ National Portrait Gallery of 
Illustrious and Eminent Personages.”
To this, which is confined to his course as a man 
of literature and science, I could add a great deal 
from a personal acquaintance which I prize at the 
highest price, in illustration of how beautifully the 
most genuine simplicity, humbleness of mind, and 
active, pains-taking benevolence, in all the walks 
of the Christian, are associated with the highest 
style of the man of learning, and are constantly 
laying down all his human attainments and influence 
at the feet of Jesus. But happily, the beloved man 
yet lives, and still, though with delicate health, 
pursues his active, laborious course.
Dr. Gregory is connected with the Baptist de­
nomination; though at Woolwich, where he has 
long resided, his habitual attendance on the Sab­
bath, and that also of his family, is upon the wor­
ship and ministry of the Established Church, in the 
communion of which he partakes in the Supper of 
the Lord. While he differs from some features of 
the Church of England, arising out of her connex­
ion with the State, his attachment is strong to Epis­
copal government and liturgical worship, He al­
ways uses at Church an American Prayer book, 
partly because he admires very much the liturgy as 
therein contained, (bis memory supplying the few 
peculiarities of the English bookjand partly because 
the copy he possesses was given him by one, now 
a zealous presbyter of the Diocese of Tennessee, 
whose mind, while he was a cadet at the U. S. Mili­
tary Academy, was turned from doubt to belief, and 
from the world to God, in the reading of Dr. Gre­
gory’s admirable letters on the Evidences, Doctrines 
and Duties of Christianity. It may be added that 
Dr. Gregory has for many years maintained and 
presided over a weekly meeting, consisting of mili­
tary officers and their families, chiefly of the Ar­
tillery stationed at Woolwich, for the purpose of 
prayer and the study of the Scriptures. It is held 
in the quarters of the officers from week to week, 
and presents indeed a beautiful spectacle of devout 
soldiers, of various ranks, many of whom have been 
in the hottest of the battle-field, sitting “ with de­
vout and honorable women not a few,” where Mary 
sat to learn of Jesus and be made like unto him. 
Twice your correspondent has had the luxury of 
praying with and addressing that Christian “band.” 
In a private, noiseless way, in that circle of valua­
ble persons, constantly changing, Dr. Gregory has 
put his “ ten talents'' to a most profitable use in­
deed, in teaching the truth and “edifying the body 
of Christ.” - C. P. M.
OLINTIIUS GREGORY, LL. D, F. A. S. &c. &c. 
Professor of Mathematics in the Doyal Military Academy^ 
Woolwich.
Olinthus Gilbert Gregory was born at 
Yaxley in Huntingdonshire, on the 29th of Jan­
uary, 1774. He received his early education 
under the care of Mr. Richard Weston, then 
master ol the most respectable boarding-school 
in that part of the country. Under this gentle­
man, Mr. Gregory appears to have enjoyed ve­
ry considerable advantages. He had been a 
pupil of Mr. Lander, one of the most eminent 
of British mathematicians, and distinguished 
himself as an able contributor to the Ladies’ 
Dairy, about the year 1757. He was, there­
fore, well adapted to develope and encourage 
that particular intellectual tendency in the sub 
ject of this memoir, to which he owes so much 
ol his subsequent distinction. Nor was it only 
as a mathematical preceptor, that he contribut­
ed to the eminence ol his pupil. He had the 
sagacity to discover the inefficiency of those 
antiquated systems of education, which were 
predominant in his day,and deserting the ordin­
ary routine, invited the attention of those under 
his care, to works of collateral information; and 
at a time when such a plan was entirely unknown 
elsewhere, made his pupils the instructors, and 
frequently the examiners, of each other, thus 
multiplying the sources of information to each, 
and giving exercise in all to the principle of 
emulation.
Under the judicious superintendence of Mr. 
Weston, Mr. Gregory remained ten or twelve 
years, during which time he laid the solid foun­
dation of those great acquirements, by which 
he has been distinguished in after life. The 
last two years of this portion of his education 
had probably a very important bearing on his 
future character. During this time, he pursued 
in connexion with another senoir pupil, a course 
of indefatigable study, frequently remaining ab­
sorbed in reading the greater part of the night. 
Once a week they compared their progress, 
and thus promoted a feeling of honourable ri­
valry, which continued till their departure from 
Mr. Weston’s school, when it was exchanged 
for a correspondence on literary and scientific 
subjects, which was maintained for some years.
At a very early age, Mr. Gregory’s atten­
tion was accidentally directed to subjects very 
remote from those which lie within the range of 
ordinary education. When only seven years 
old, he happened to hear his father read to a la­
dy the following passage from Milton’s Paradise 
Lost:—
“—That must end us, that must be our cure,
To he no more. Sad cure! for who would lose, 
Though full of pain, this intellectual being,
Those thoughts that wander through eternity,
To perish rather, swallow’d up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated night,
Devoid of sense and motion?”
Book II. link 145—151.
The vast subjects alluded to in these lines, at 
once riveted and perplexed his inquisitive mind, 
and his speculations were immediately drawn to1 
the most profound branches of metaphysical
science. With a mental energy and daring 
rarely met with at his age, he addressed himself 
to the study of the abstract nature of eternity, 
and of simple duration considered as an attri­
bute of Deity. Here, however,as might be ex­
pected, he “found no end, in wandering mazes 
lost.” I he more he contemplated the subject, 
the more he found himself bewildered and fati­
gued. Nevertheless, the hold which it had tak­
en on his mind was so firm, that he could not 
cast it off, and yet he could not pursue it to any 
satisfactory issue. Having acquired some know- 
ledge of figures, he first thought that a con­
nexion might he traced between numeral in­
finity and endless duration; and this stimulated 
him to study arithmetic with more intenseness, 
hoping that he should soon reach a point that 
would solve the difficulty with which he found 
himself perplexed; but this ended in disappoint­
ment, or only led him to suppose that a know­
ledge of the generalizing properties of algebra, 
and especially those of infinite series, would 
crown his wishes with success. Having vain­
ly toiled in these pursuits, an insulated sentence 
in Harris’s Hermes induced him to seek it in 
the languages, in the ancient philosophers, and 
in the principles of universal grammar, which he 
then fancied might contain the development of 
the principle of infinity. This in time gave 
place to a note in Rohault’s Physics, which in­
duced him to search for relief from the load 
with which his mind was burdened, in the works 
of Locke, and in the profound but interesting 
controversial papers which passed between 
Clarke and Leibnitz. Thus, through a suces- 
sion of years, his mind was oppressed with this 
metaphysical difficulty, which haunted him by 
day and by night, stimulating him to seek a 
solution in the most multifarious reading, with­
out knowing how to make a proper selection 
among the numerous books which fell in his 
way and without having courage to develop 
his feelings to any one who might have rendered 
him assistance. Such with Dr. Gregory was 
the dawn of intellect at the early age of seven 
years!
Pursuing his studies under Mr. Weston, and 
making a rapid progress in learning, he soon at­
tempted to give solutions to the critical, phil­
osophical, and mathematical questions propos­
ed from year to year in the Ladies’ and Gentle­
man’s Diaries, and other publications of a simi­
lar nature. Thus, instead of confining his at­
tention to one department ot literature, he was 
from these incidental circumstances, led to 
take a wider range: although the bent of his 
genius and concurring events tended most to 
Ins cultivation of mathematical knowledge.
Among the books which he read*most eager­
ly at this time, were the following:—Harris’s 
Hermes, Berkeley’s Minute Philosopher, Pliny's 
Letters, Polybius, Shakspeare, Milton, Locke’s- 
Conducf of the Understanding, Wallis’s Arith- 
metica Infinitorum, Keill’s Introductio ad Ve- 
ram Physicam, Keill’s and other w orks on Ana­
tomy, Martin’s Philology, Martin’s Philosophia 
Britannica, &c. &c. Strange as the effort and 
the taste may seem for a mere boy, he read most 
of these works quite through, and the rest in 
considerable portions, before he was fourteen. 
In addition to this, having a notion that several 
oi them were scarce, he transcribed very large­
ly from them, rising early in the summer room­
ings for this purpose.
On quitting school, on his 17th year Mr. Gre­
gory continued his course of reading with un­
remitting assiduity, sometimes purchasing, and 
at others borrowing books for that purpose.— 
Having attained the age of nineteen, he rqade 
his first attempt as an author. He then com­
posed “Lessons Astronomical and Philosophi 
cal, for the amusement and Instruction of Brit­
ish Youth.” Being unwilling, however, to com 
mit himself' before the public without receiving 
the best advice he could obtain, he introduced 
himself to the Earl of Carysfort, whose seat at 
Elton Hall was within a few miles of Mr. Gre­
gory’s residence. Subsequent events proved 
that he had made a most happy choice in the 
friend whom he thus ventured to consult. This 
nobleman, the favorite pupil of Bishop Watson 
was as remarkable for his kindness, affability, 
and generosity,as for his extensive acquaintance 
with literature and science, his fine taste, and 
correct judgment.
Meeting with a polite reception, our author 
left his manuscript with the noble Earl, who 
shortly afterwards returned it with many hints 
for the improvement of Mie lessons. Nor did 
I his kindness terminate here: in frequent inter- 
1 views afterwards, he gave the young student 
many valuable directions as to the best course 
of reading to be pursued, directing his attention 
to chemistry, to ancient history, the classical 
scholiasts, &c. at the same that he urged him 
to pursue most decidedly, his mathematical ca- 
; reer; and from that time to his lordship’s death 
in 1828, he honoured hjm with his warm and 
steady friendship. The juvenile performance 
which thus served as an introduction to this 
nobleman has been very successful as a 
school-book, and has passed throjgh several 
editions.
At the age of twenty, Mr. Gregory prepared 
a treatise on the sliding rule, and its most use­
ful applications. The manuscript was offered 
to a London Bookseller, who, to ascertain its 
utility, referred it to Dr. Hutton for his opinion. 
The Doctor, on returning it, spoke highly of 
the work as being scientific and accurate, but, 
knowing that the subject was not sufficiently 
interesting to secure an extensive sale, recom­
mended that it should not be published. This 
circumstance, however gave birth to a corres­
pondence, and afterwards to a friendship, be­
tween this eminent man and the author, which 
i was only terminated by the hand of death.
About the year 1794 or 1795, Mr. Gregory 
became acquainted with some distinguished 
students at the University of Cambridge among 
whom was Lord Lyndhurst; and by their repre­
sentations concurring with his own wishes, he 
was induced to contemplate availing himself of 
the advantages of a college education. Ibis 
design, however was set aside, by some impor 
tant changes in his opinions. Among the books 
which at this time came under his inspection, 
were several which had recently beer, brought 
into particular notice by the proceedings insti­
tuted in the University of Cambridge against 
Mr. William Frend, then a fellow and tutor of 
Jesus College. These were, Mr. Frend’s pam­
phlet, entitled “An Exhortation to the Inhabi­
tants of Cambridge, to turn from the false wor­
ship of Three Gods, to the worship of the One 
True God:” Hartley on Man; Dyer on sub­
scription; and others. Impressed by the confi­
dent assertions of Mr. Freud's pamphlet in par 
ticular, Mr, Gregory hastily adopted Socinian- 
ism. This change however, was too sudden to 
be permanent. He determined to appeal hon­
estly and diligently to the Scriptures, and to 
them alone: and the result of his studies was, 
the cordial adoption of the peculiar and vital 
truths of Christianity, of which he has sub­
sequently been one of the most efficient advo­
cates.
Transient, however, as was the impression 
produced by Mr. Frend’s pamphlet, it was not 
so with regard to the other publications.— 
Though he did not then, go through the whole 
of Hartley on Man, with close attention, he 
found his thoughts forcibly drawn to that acute 
author’s observations on the expediency of re­
quiring subscription to articles of religion; these 
produced a train of anxious inquiry, which the 
more Mr. Gregory pursued, the more it increas­
ed his scruples, not only against subscription, 
but even against matriculation, since this re­
quired an engagement to observe the college 
statutes, which, as he had learnt from Dr. 
Paley, were “in some cases unlawful, in others 
impracticable, in others useless, in others incon­
venient.”
About 1797 or 1798, Mr. Gregory repaired 
to Cambridge, not indeed to enter the univer­
sity, but to assist the editor of a provincial pa­
per: this, however, not being very congenial to 
his taste, he relinquished after a few months.— 
He then opened a book-sellers shop, and an­
nounced his intention of teaching mathematics, 
intending, by the adoption of this two-fold plan 
ultimately to follow that separately which pro­
mised the greatest success. Soon meeting 
with much encouragement, both in the univer­
sity, and the town, at the end of about one 
year, he disposed of his books, and devoted 
his whole time and talents to his duties as a pre­
ceptor.
( To be continued.)
A Card.
The Secretary of the Convention wou-J be obliged to 
any Gentleman who may have in his possession the Jour­
nal of the 1st Annual Convention of the Church in Ohio, 
held in June, 1818; and will forward it to him to be pre­
served for the use of the Convention.
JOSEPH MUENSCHER.
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.
Ordination.— In St. Paul’s Church in this city, on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent, March 5tli, Charles B. Stout was 
admitted to the holy order of Deacons, by the Right Rev. 
Dr. McCoskry, Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan.— 
Morning prayer was performed by the Rev. A. S. Hollis­
ter of Troy, assisted by the Rev. Charles Reighley of Ypsi­
lanti, and the candidate presented by the Rev. Samuel 
Marks of Ann Arbor. The sermon was preached by the 
Bishop, to an attentive and crowded audience.—Detroit 
Journal,
Christian Books sold by the Chinese__ A letter from
tlie Rev. F. R. Hanson, Episcopal Missionary to China, 
says,
“One fact, which Mr. Medhurst has noticed in a manu­
script Journal of his voy age for the distribution of Tracts 
and Books on tlie Chinese coast, is very encouraging. It 
mentions that in one of the towns which he visited, he ob­
served some of his own boohs, which he had distributed a short 
time before, exposed for sale on the counter of a Chinese 
bookseller. This fact seems to indicate that the Chinese, 
themselves, from no higher motive than the love of gain’ 
will beefime co-workers with us in making and disseminat­
ing these messengers of truth. This fact will appear the 
more encouraging when wc recollect with what facility 
hooks are printed in China, and the extent to which-edu­
cation prevails. I used to think before I visited China 
that the accounts which had been published respecting ed­
ucation there were magnified; but my observations in Can 
ton convinced me to the contrary. I frequently saw while 
I was there the common servants about the foreign faco- 
ries with books, which they avail themselves of every lei­
sure moment to read, and it was not an uncommon thing 
to see a wretched beggar sitting by the wayside with a book
in his hand.”—Am. Tract Magazine.
Christian Zeal.— British Christians are doing much, 
more perhaps than all the world beside, for the promotion 
of Protestantism and Christianity, Blot Britain from the 
map of the world, and remove British Christians from the 
instrumentalities of truth and religion, and then would be 
extinguished one of the chief luminaries of Christendom. 
There are mighty minds at work there: and a great army 
of evangelical Christians, constrained by the love of Christ 
are vigorously engaged in benevolent and religious efforts, 
which are astonishing the world by their extent, and con­
founding infidelity by their success.—President Fisk.
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.
FOREIGN.
By an arrival at this port,says the New York Observer, 
London papers have been received to the 18th of Janu­
ary.
The fate of the packet ship Erie, one of the New York 
and Havre line, is still involved in uncertainty.
The British Parliament was to convene -on the 31st of 
January.
It was rumored in London at the date of the last account 
that the Russian government was about to send an eminent 
diplomatist, M. de Tatisehef, to England, for the purpose 
of negociating on the means of putting a stop to the shed­
ding of blood in Spain.
At Glasgow, on the lltli of January, Sir Ribert Peel 
was installed as Lord Rector of the University, and on the 
next day a magnificent banquet was given him at the Peel 
Pavilion, when the tables were spread for more than three 
'^thousand guests. The speeches delivered by Sir Robert on 
these two occasions, fill the papers of the subsequent days. 
At the dinner, more than twenty reporters were present 
from the great London newspaper establishments, and sev­
eral from Dublin and Edinburgh.
Paris papers announce the fall of Estella into the hand 
of the Queen’s troops.
The Mexican Envoy to Madrid has been formally re­
ceived by the Queen Regent, in virtue of the decree recog - 
nizing the independence of the Spanish Republics.
The Queen of Portugal has issued a decree for the 
abolition of the infamous traffic in slaves throughout het- 
dominions. The decree bears date the 10th of Deeem­
ber, 1836.
German papers announce the death of his Royal High­
ness Duke William of Bavaria, in the 85th year of his 
age.
IRELAND.
Dreadful distress from Starvation, Pestilence and Cold.-—
A letter from a lady on a visit with the rector ot Skib 
bereen, county of Cork, in the neigborhood of Cape Clear, 
dated 22J Dec- 1836, says: “I must now acquaint you 
with some dreadful scenes of wretchedness in this neigh >or- 
hood, both on the Island and mainland, from utter want of 
fuel and starvation. In Cape Clear island, they have no 
fuel so that they depend entirely on the charity of others 
sending them coals, which is a very expensive thing. A 
complaint has carried off a great number already, proceed­
ing from nothing else but cold and damp; the people call it 
a twisting in the guts; certain death is the consequence__
They have for some time past in that island been drawing 
lots on their houses, and the house on which the lot falls is 
devoted to destruction. The rafters of the house are used 
as fuel, and the wretched inmates crowded into another ca­
bin. As that can last only for a short time, the process is 
continually going on, and if no help can arrive, the unfor­
tunate islanders will almost be left without a cabin. A
great extent of the mainland is in the same condition----
The extreme dampness of the season having almost render­
ed the bogs useless, the most pai nl'ul circumstances of all 
is this—that without fuel they have no means of dressing 
their food, so that they are suffering from the aggravated 
wretchedness of cold and famine__ New York Observer.
The ship Chatham, Capt. Gorham, arrived at Boston on 
Monday, from Liverpool, whence the sailed on the 21st of 
January—and brings papers to that date.
* I he influenza has been seriously injurious to the interests 
both oi public and private business in London. On the 
16th, 90 clerks were absent from the Bank of England, 
and on tl e 18th the inconvenience was aggravated to a more 
serious degree by the absence of 130. Similar inconveni­
ence was felt at all other public establishments. Whole 
families were laid up, their business suspended and shops 
shut.
Letters from Malta affirm that the plague has foilnd its 
way in the island, having been imported by' some of the 
trading vessels from Constantinople.
Tlie health of the king of Sweden was still declining 
and his life was considered very precarious.
An interesting debate was going on in the French 
Chamber of Deputies, on the answer to the King’s speech 
which was not closed at the last date-. A leading topic of 
discussion is that of Spanish intervention.
There is nothing important from Spain. Gen. Mina 
died of a cancer in the stomach. His widow had been cre­
ated a countess, with a pension amounting to tlie pay of a 
Spanish Lieut. General. Don Carlos has made a new ap­
pointment of ministers.
DOMESTIC.
CORRESPONDENCE OF THE OHIO STATE JOURNAL.
Washington, Murch 4, 1837----The twenty-fourth Con­
gress terminated its existence this morning at 2 o’clock__
It is impossible for me, at this time, to give you an ade­
quate idea of all the business that has engaged the atten­
tion of both Houses, since the date of my last letter, Wed­
nesday. The last day of the session was chiefly devoted to 
the Appropriation bills.
As usual, many measures which have occupied the at­
tention of our legislators for days and weeks,and which were 
matured, have tailed to obtain final action, and been allow­
ed to perish with the wreck of private and public business. 
The Land bill went to that “tomb of the Capulets,” the 
table of the House, never to be resuscitated. The hill for 
the increase of the Army has been killed off by the House. 
Mr. Wright’s bill for the reduction of the Revenue; which 
passed the Senate; and Mr. Cambrelengs bill for the same 
object, have both been left untouched by the House.
The Currency hill repealing the Treasury Circular, 
which passed both Houses of Congress by overwhelming 
majorities, has been lost—not by the exercise of the veto 
power, but by the President’s putting it quietly in his 
breeches pocket; had he vetoed it, more than two thirds 
would have been found to make it a law. Lastly,the For­
tification hill has he. n lost—and with it the clause introdu • 
ced by Mr. Bell to make a distribution of the .Surplus re­
maining in the Treasury on the 1st ot January next__ _
The two Houses differed on this subject—the partisan ma- • 
jority in the Senate insisted on striking out the distribu­
tion clause, and the majority in the House insisting on re­
taining it. They asked a conference, and the result was no 
agreement. The Senate, after an animated debate, in 
which Clay, Webster and Calhoun spoke with astonishing 
eloquence, also resolved to adhere. The consequence was, 
the bill was lost.
ibis day, Martin Van Buren, of New York, was install­
ed into the office of President of the United States; and 
R. M. Johnson into that of Vice President. The day was 
remarkably favorable—bright skies, and a dry atmosphere. 
At 10 o’clock the Senate was full—the ladies introduced by 
Senators occupying all the aisles, and places without the 
bar, and the galleries crammed with strangers. About 11 
o’clock, the President pro tern, Mr. King of Alabama, 
called the Senate to order; and in a few moments the Pres­
ident elect made his appearance, leaning on the arm of Mr. 
Senator Grundy. The oath was immediately administer­
ed Io him, and lie was then conducted to the chair by the 
President jwotern., who resigned it for that purpose. The 
Vice President then addressed the Senate in a short speech 
expressive of his obligation for the high honor conferred 
upon him; and his determination to do all within his pow­
er to continue to merit their respect and confidence. He 
next proceeded to administer the oaths to tlie members of 
the new Senate. About half past 11 o’clock, the Ministry 
and Members of the Legations from different Foreign 
Courts entered the Chamber; and their various and mag­
nificent costumes contrasted sti i kingly with the Republi­
can plainness of the Senators, and their new presiding offi­
cer, who came in dressed up in a blue frock coat, and hold­
ing a common fur cap under his arm.
1’lie lions ot the day soon made their appearance—the 
President elect and the ex President. They liad come from 
the Palace in the carriage lately presented to Gen. Jack- 
son, made of the timbers of the Constitution. They were 
escorted by a troop of cavalry and companies of infantry', 
and followed by an immense concourse of people. The 
Ex President looked pale and emaciated—the President 
elect was calm and composed, as usual. After sitting 
! awhde, the Assembly in the Senate Chamber moved in 
procession to the Eastern Portico of the Capitol, where 
the oath was administered to Mr. Van Buren, and lie read 
from a printed copy! bis Inaugural Address.
When he had finished, the procession went hack to the 
President’s House, followed by as vast an assemblage asever
j were collected in Washington.
The new President held a levee, which was of course 
thickly attended, and the crowd was liberally entertained 
with refreshments.
Washington, Thursday, March 9, 1837.—Tha Senate sat 
yesterday until half past 4 o’clock, and adjourned to meet 
again to day, having much Executive business before it.
The nomination of Mr. Poinsett, to be Secretary of War 
has been confirmed.
The nomination of William Smith, of Alabama, and 
John Catron, of Tennessee, to be Judges of the Supreme 
Court, have been confirmed.
The nomination of Mr. Ellis, to he Minister to Mexico 
lias also been confirmed.
We have heard of no nomination, as yet, of a Minister 
to Austria.
The Court of Inquiry at Frederick have sent back the 
veto of the Executive, and fiave reaffirmed all their opinions 
in the case of Gen. Scott, and adjourned sine die.—Am. 
Citizen.
Clinton. Property—It is said that it has been discovered 
that the Clinton family of New York, have property worth 
one million sterling, to which they are the lineal heirs. 
It it is situate in the county of Longford, it’ Ireland.
literary.
The New Testament arranged in Historical, and 
Chronological order, with copious notes on the prin­
cipal subjects.— I be gospels on the basis of Lightfoot, 
Doddrige, Newcotne, Michaelis; the aceount of the resur­
rection on the authorities of West, Townson, and Cran- 
field: the epistles are inserted in their places, and divided 
according to the Apostle’s account by the Rev. George 
Townsend, M. A. Prebendary of Durham. The whole re­
vised, divided into paragraphs punctuated according to the 
best critics, the italic words re-examined., and words of 
doubtful authority marked, a choice and copious selected of 
paralled passages given, &c. By Rev. I. AV. Coit, D. 
D-, President of Transylvania University. Boston Per­
kins, and Marvin, 1837.
This valuable work has just issued from the Boston 
press. In addition to the edition of Bloomfield’s Greek 
Testament recently republished also at Boston, and which 
we noticed two, or three weeks since, it will contribute a 
valuable aid to theological students, and lovers of Biblical 
Lituature. Mr. Townsend’s work has gained high repu­
tation in England, and many copies of the English edi­
tions have been procured among. It has obtained such fa. 
vous among those best qaalified to judge of its merits as to 
induce the publishers to undertake its republication. It is 
comprised in two large royal Octavo volumes. Dr. Coit 
who two or three years since published the Paragraph Bi­
ble has superintended the repub,ication, and has added to 
its value by the revision he has exercised, and some valua­
ble improvements lie lias furnished__ Chr . Int.
The London Athenaium says, that the author of ‘Nat­
ural History of Enthusiasm’ has at length avowed him­
self, and put forth an address in his own name, Isaac Tay­
lor, dated Stanford River, Essex, offering himself a can­
didate for the Chair of Logic, in the University of Edin­
burgh.
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POETRY.
From the Churchman.
The following lines were suggested by a description of 
the death-bed of Mrs. John P. Crosby, on y auo 1 er 
John H. Murray, who died in the 20th year of her age.
To those who watched her dying moments, they w.ll 
seem but an imperfect delineation of the tr,umpb Oour 
faith, it. one so young and gifted, over the wot Id and its 
blandishments;-but to those who knew her in society but 
as “the gay creature of its element, they may be welcom- 
ed as breathing in their moral this individual prayer, “Go 
thou and do likewise.”
Come from the world, its wealth, its pomp, its power ;
Come from the glare of the unquiet day—
To the lone hearth where grief hath touch’d the hour,
With thoughts too deep to pass from it away.
Come to the dying—where fond hearts are bow’d,
As life’s dim twilight gathers round the eye—
And as the soul wanes gently from its cloud,
Learn how the young, the beautiful, can die.
Gently that form, as if for night’s repose,
Hath sunk upon its couch—and it would seem-
Past, present, future, all in beauty rose,
To wreathe the memory in their treasured dream.
The eye is shadowed, and the last, last tear,
From the deep fount of earthly love has risen ;
Yet, touched by faith, it hangs o’er human fear,
A glittering covenant ’twixt earth and heaven.
And words are stretching from the heart o’erfraught
With its glad promise,—struggling to be free—
A murmur as the lifted wave of thought
Dashes the shore of its eternity.
“ Father, I’m dying—yet ere life shall wane,
While my heart wrestles with its agony—
One thought has snatched the victory from pain,
My Saviour suffered more than this for me.
Mother, upon thy bosom let me lie,
Life placed me there—and there let life be riven—
Dear husband—father—kiss me ere I die—
And brother, meet the one you love in heaven.”
And this is death !—’tis triumph ! triumph sought,
And won from childhood, on the bended knee—
And see how brightly springs the dying thought, 
cypress ivaving o'er moilality.
When the world threw its smile upon her heart,
And its false hope, as with a spell, had bound it—
Religion moved amid its depths apart,
A gulf stream warmer than the ocean round it.
Happy in life—she yet could dream of death—
Beneath the shadow of a world in flower—
Twine earthly sympathies with holy faith,
And hasten daily action by its power.
’Twas mind enfranchised springing from the strife,
The creeping sorrows of a world of care !
A silk-worin being—blending death and life,
In the same glorions winding-sheet of prayer.
February 13, 1837. Walden,
JUVENILE.
From the Sunday School Journal.
A LOVELY EXAMPLE.
Lucy Ann Coit died lately in New Lon­
don, Connecticut, aged twenty years. One, 
who knew and esteemed her, (and who that 
knew but also loved?) is unwilling that she 
should leave us, without some notice of her 
character.
Her father died while she was young, leav­
ing a widow and three children, of which she 
was the oldest, in circumstances embarrassed 
and perplexed.—She early felt the obligation 
of making every efforts to support herself, and 
assist a mother of feeble health in the main­
tenance of the younger children. With a 
constitution naturally frail, it is feared that 
she undertook and accomplished more than 
her strength could well sustain. To make her 
services available, she became the teacher of 
a number of small children, a work for which 
by her natural disposition and her acquire­
ments, she was peculiarly qualified. The 
confinement occasioned byherschool, the per­
formance of domestic duties, when out of it, 
her long continued kindness to and watchful 
care of an aged female relation probably broke 
down a constitution, always delicate; and threat­
ened for several years with pulmonary disease. 
The stinted salary of a female teacher of a 
few small children was husbanded economi­
cally, and expended cheerfully for the sup­
port of the family in which her heart center­
ed.—If they were all well and happy, she 
knew no fatigue, for she appeared to be insen­
sible to fatigue, when laboring for their hap­
piness. The usual gratifications of the young 
had no charms for her. She had early disci­
plined her mind and heart to practise selfde­
nial. To perform her domestic duties, to 
teach her school, to minister to the comfort of 
the sick,-—in short to be useful to others, and 
not self-indulgent, was her happiness and her 
aim; and she was therefore happy—far hap­
pier than many who feel that it is their privi­
lege to be envied.
Naturally, her disposition was mild and 
amiable but even this natural temper, by 
watchfulness and prayer, she had improved 
and refined. Patient and uncomplaining, 
persevering and untiring in the discharge of 
obligation, she early exhibited traits of char­
acter calculated to adorn riper years. In the 
Sabbath-school she was trained from a child; 
and the prayers of pious parents have been 
heard, and the faithful- counsel of teachers 
have been blessed. She was just such a pupil 
as every one would choose to have—punctual, 
attentive, affectionate, and obedient. A real­
izing view of her sinfulness was impressed 
stiongly upon her heart, while she was a mem­
ber of the Sabbath-school—it was not a sud- 
den, transient ebullition of feeling, but a long 
considered, deeply fixed conviction ofherowS 
personal guilt. Whatever others might have 
thought of her character before this, die felt 
and knew the plague of sin, and the deceit­
fulness of her own heart. Upon this subject 
her letters to her friends and teachers written 
when she was about fifteen years of age, evince 
a soundness of judgment, and a correctness
of sentiment, that many might covet, and all 
must admire. These views and feelings, ac­
companied with great humility and deep pen­
itence, led her to the Saviour, with whom she 
entered into covenant, by a profession of her 
faith, about five years since.
Time advanced her from apupil to a teach­
er in the Sabbath-school; and she was em­
phatically apt to teach, for she loved the chil­
dren, anti she loved the employment. With 
cares and claims, many and frequent, upon her 
time, she so arranged them all as to find lei­
sure for the teachers’ meetings, and the Sab­
bath-school; and few, very few, were her ab­
sences from either, and those, when they did 
occur, were always occasioned by imperative 
circumstances.
For her character, as a pupil in the common 
or Sabbath-school, let her several teachers 
speak; as a companion and friend, let those 
who most intimately knew her, and shared 
her friendship, bear their testimony; as a teach­
er, on the week day or on the Sabbath, let 
the children of her charge who have so often 
hung upon her lips, and listened to her ad­
vice, who have so frequently been commended 
by her prayer to God, let them one and all 
testify; as a professor of the religion of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, Jet the appeal be made 
to a short but active life in doing good, to her 
example, her efforts, and her prayers; as a 
daughter—but a mother’s sorrows are too sa­
cred, and her grief too fresh and poignant, to 
allow the inquiry to be put. I can say, that 
personally I have known no individual whose 
few years have given such evidence of a pre­
paration for heaven, and who lived so habit­
ually with an eye fixed on the eternal world.— 
If evidence of regard is found in the number 
of those who attend the remains of the de­
parted to the grave, then was the deceased pe­
culiarly beloved; for so great a concourse has 
seldom been seen upon such an occasion, all 
of whom bore evidences, and many of them 
weeping testimony, of their sorrow, for their 
hearts were grieved. But she rests, and is at 
peace. If we desire to be thus honoured in 
our death and to enjoy the same peace beyond 
the grave, let us posses the same precious 
faith, and exhibit, like her, a Christian exam­
ple, uniform, and consistent.
New London, Conn. Feb. \tith, 1837.
T E M P E It A N C E.
From the Southern Churchman
The following which has appeared in the 
Maryland Temperance Herald, shews less op­
position to temperance societies with a Bishop 
of the Roman Catholic Church, than we some­
times meet with in our own Protestant Epis­
copal Church.
LETTER OF DR. DOYLE.
Rom. Cath. Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin.
We subjoin the following interesting letter 
from Dr. Doyle, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Kildare and Leighlin, to the Secretary of the 
Dublin Temperance Society, as his views on 
this subject are as well suited to the meridian 
of Baltimore as Dublin.
“Sir:—I shall do all I can to aid your So­
ciety, for how can I, or how can any clergy­
man engaged in sowing the gospel seed, be 
truly solicitous for its growth and increase,un­
less we be anxious to prepare the ground in 
which it is sown? Temperance Societies are 
in league of brotherly love against a vice, 
which at this day is the greatest obstacle to 
the propagation of gospel truth, and of pure 
and undefiled religion.
“Clergymen, of whatever creed, labor to en­
force the divine morality of the gospel; they 
often complain, and justly, that their labors 
in the pulpit are not seconded abroad by heads 
of families, even by those whose lives are 
blameness: but here are societies whose active 
members are cordially united, ivithout danger 
of jealously or division, in seeking to stem a 
torrent of iniquity, which, like the mountain 
flood is gradually covering this portion of the 
Lord’s vineyard. No person whose attention 
is directed to public morals, can fail to see, 
and almost touch the evils of drunkenness.— 
Disease, poverty, crime, and even death in its 
most ignominious shape, grow naturally and 
quickly out of drunkenness. This vice en­
ters like oil into the bones of a man, and is 
transmitted as an inheritance of wo to his 
children; it wastes his property, enfeebles his 
mind, breaks down his frame, exposes his soul 
tozalmost certain perdition, and ruins his pos­
terity; how, therefore, can clergymen who la­
bor to establish the kingdom of God, in the 
hearts of his people fail to rejoice when he 
sees good men of all classes come forward 
zealously and disinterestedly to assist him in 
turning away their less fortunate brethren 
from this most absorbing vice, that root of all 
evil in Ireland—excessive drinking? I call it 
the root of all evil, for verily, I don’t know 
any vice that has not its origin in drunken­
ness, or does not receive increase from it.
“I am not competent to judge—I do not 
stop to enquire whether the means employed 
by Temperance Societies are those of all other 
best calculated to promote the end in view; 
most probably they are the very best of all 
means at present practicable—but even if they 
were not, and if these societies did not pre­
sent to us as a proof of their efficacy a great 
portion of the American people, and not a 
few of our own,reclaimed from drunkenness, 
yet in my opinion, they deserve, on their own 
merits, our best support; for your rules are 
good—they are unmixed with evil—their ex­
cellence and perfection are their only reput­
ed faults: but certainly we who believe that 
“the kingdom of heaven is taken by violence, 
and that the violent bear it away,” should not 
lightly reject a mode of reforming public mo­
rals ■whose imputed fault is, that it offers vio­
lence to passion or guilt, or proposes to men
the perfection of living soberly and justly in 
the world.”
MISCELLANY.
From the New-York Observer.
ADVICE TO STUDENTS OF DIVINITY.
BY DR. CHALMERS.
The following is the substance of the counsel addresesd 
by Dr Chalmers to the divinity students ii. the universi­
ty of Edinburgh, on their entrance upon tiieir theological 
studies.
We intend to give some advice to students 
of theology, as to the mode of prosecuting 
their inquiries. Zeal and firmness of purpose 
insure success amid a great variety of arrang­
ement, so that we must be neither too partic­
ular nor too" vague; minutia areas unneces­
sary for a healthy mind as for a healthy body.
I. Study the Scriptures in the vernacular 
tongue. It might be thought better to .study 
the external evidences first: but we think the 
internal evidences are the most striking, and 
that the Divine authority of Scripture is no 
where so evident as in its own pages. We 
recommend this course not only for the sake 
of your piety, but for the sake of your scho­
larship. But why in our own language?- 
Because our translation, though not strictly 
correct, may be more rapidly and frequently 
read than the Hebrew or Greek. We shall 
oftener come in contact with the subjects of re­
velation, and get more familiar with them.-— 
Consult references and parallel passages, and 
you will get on with your studies more quick­
ly. It is by these means that main a cottage 
peasant becomes better acquainted with Scrip­
ture than the most accomplished linguist.— 
Make an analysis of each book and compare 
the prophecies of the Old Testament with the 
events of the New, and you will thus be pre­
pared for the delicate criticism in which you 
will afterwards have to engage, and which 
might otherwise absorb your whole attention 
to the neglect of the subject matter. To read 
at first in the original languages is for the sake 
of scholastic pedantry, to burden one study 
with the labour of others.
II. Study the Scriptures daily in the origi­
nal languages; master even a few verses in He- 
brew, Greek, and the septuagmt, and in one 
session you will come to read a chapter in each 
with scarcely perceptible trouble; you will get 
acquainted with the vocables of the languages 
so as by and by to read them as easily and 
fluently as the translation. Reiteration leaves 
traces in the memory not to be obliterated.— 
You will thus become rich in the raw mate­
rial though not in Scripture criticism. I 
would hope that, among the numbers here, 
there are a devoted few destined to make real 
discoveries, and to become the future Gries- 
bachs of Scotland. You are set for the de­
fence of revelation, and, unless skilled in the 
original languages, infidelity may paralyze 
you with a quotation. Many I hope, will not 
stop at the point I have mentioned, but will 
find their way to the Latin of the continental 
theology, and to the Latin and Greek of the 
fathers.
III. Study the text-book diligently. I also 
expect you to read the books I shall mention 
as we go along. Here varieties of mind will 
be evident among you, some having lavorite 
walks which they will prefer. This we can­
not forbid, while at the same time we consid­
er a general scholarship indispensable for all. 
A well-filled library is necessary: and I am 
glad the one we have here is so good. The in­
creasing demand for reading is also encourag- 
ing; it is the barometer to which 1 look as in­
dicating your mental progress.
IV. My next advice is with respect to com­
position. We are first to import knowledge: 
then to export it. Write daily and elabor­
ately, if only for one hour. Avoid verbiage; 
do not multiply, but select your words, and 
lop off' redundancies as you would scatter 
chaff'. In the bands of a writer who adopts 
these precepts, a multitude of words is not 
verbiage,because each gives some new view or 
adds to the effect of the old. There is a splen­
dor in bis strength, and astrength in his splen­
dor, because there is weight as well as bright­
ness in the metal. Nothing so fixes and con­
solidates your views of any subject as this 
practice. A local habitation in the manu­
script seems to give them a local habitation in 
the mind.
V. With respect to socit ties for mutual im­
provement, they are powerful engines for up­
holding knowlege, and may be turned to the 
best purposes; but 1 have serious doubts as to 
debating societies in divinity, and would ra­
ther they should be deliberative. I do not 
like special pleading in theology, and prefer 
inquiry to controversy. It is a mistake to 
suppose there is nothing to say, because there 
is nothing to object.
In theological societies, it is not fair to set 
any one to defend the wrong side. It is dan­
gerous to tamper with truth; this is especially 
to be remembered in writing,for we are not so 
liable to be talked into error as to be written 
into it. I have noticed in controversy, that, 
if a man bad only spoken an opinion, he might 
be induced to change it: but if he had writ­
ten in support of it, though only a pamphlet, 
he was perfectly irreclaimable.
I should like a small society to be formed 
from the elite of the class for the study of Bib­
lical criticism. It is delightful to think of the 
eminent men in this department sent forth by 
the English universities. This is the true 
heraldy of colleges,—the honors which rest on 
the brows of their sons,—not the renown of 
their ancestors.
In these societies some write their speech­
es beforehand, others try to speak extempo- 
lally. Never try to combine both. Either 
write your speech wholly,or not at all; if not,
A on will break down, as did a friend of mine 
befoie the House of Commons, although be
was well acquainted with his subject. 1 he 
heavy artillery of written speeches is often ef­
fectually aided by the light guns ot the ex­
temporaneous speakers. I know of only one 
in our church who has the faculty of excell­
ing in both, and with him the latter is any 
thing but a light gun. It is to me an envia­
ble faculty, more especially as in a minute or 
two you are visited with the very thought and 
expression that would have foiled your oppo­
nent, when the opportunity is irrecoverably 
gone.
VI. Give as much time as you can spare 
to general knowledge. I should like some to 
outpeer all their fellows, and, conversant 
with science as with sacredness, to support 
the cause of relijiion in the highest literary cir­
cles. Theology should be presented in all 
the styles of the same language; from the dia­
lect of peasants to that ot savans. I should 
like you, therefore, to be able so to speak as 
to be understood by the most illiterate, and at 
the same time as to be conversant with the 
current phraseology of literature as to be ac­
ceptable to the most learned. We do not 
sympathize with the prejudices which some 
entertain against general knowledge; as if 
truth brought from one quarter were inimical 
to that derived from another, and as if one 
part did not illustrate the other. The para­
bles of the Gospel, and the allusions of Paul 
to the literature and mythology of the Greeks 
are conclusive on this subject. In the Psalms, 
and the Prophecies, and the book of Job, the 
sacred writers constantly illustrate invisible by 
visible objects; and our Saviour does the same 
when he points to the beautiful lilies of the 
field, or to the fowls of the air. There is noth­
ing in true poetry inimical to true piety.—
There is a harmony between ihe subordina­
tion of imagination to reason in the things of 
sacredness. If a few of the friends of reli­
gion were to keep pace with the progress of 
science, it would be of essential service. It 
should never be forgotten that the most learn­
ed of the apostles was also the most efficient; 
and this without detracting anything from the 
power of the word by which the hearts of his 
hearers were converted. Learning is a power­
ful auxiliary, if it bring the mind and the 
word into juxta-positions; this is illustrated 
•by the translation of the Bible, for though 
the power is preserved to the word, learning 
is a necessary part of the process; as without 
it the word would never have been brought 
into juxta-position with the mind. While, 
therefore, learning does not intermeddle with 
the ultimate step into Christianization, it is all 
in all in the jrreparatory. The learning of 
Paul opened to him many channels for pro­
mulgating the truth; it secured him attention 
so that one king while be spurned his doctrine 
could not do it without a compliment to bis 
learning; and another declared himself almost 
converted by bis reasonings. It gained him 
favor with the centurian; enabled him to speak 
with an air of confident advice to the captain
of the vessel, obtained for him an audience The dufce de Vicenza> Bonaparte>s minister' to Kuss;aj 
at Athens and admission into the most polish- mentions as all evidence of the wealth of the higher classes 
ed circles. Longinus places himself among m that country, that, on the occasion of a grand hall and 
.1 n , c i i i . F supper given at the Embassy a sum equivalent to one hun-the first of orators, and many, we doubt not, dr^ twenty.five )ouis Jerc paid /t)r a plate of pear5
would read his works for their own sake.--- | (five in number.) Cheriies purchased at a rate of foil!
Learning has given us a translation of the Bi- francs each, were served in as great profusion as though 
ill • ° i •. •. i i „ • ■ they cost but twenty sous per pound. It must not be sup-ble,leaming guards its puiity,and when Ulfl- p()Sed that this was any thing extraordinary. On the con- 
delity speaks as if with authority, what hut trary it would have been singular /'continues the Duke) 
learning can rebuke the heresy? The elo- '^tlR-se costly fruits had not been procured. The tables 
ot the Russian grundees were all served in this style of 
luxury,.
Upon hearing of this extravagance, Napoleon remarked, 
/when 1 was a poor Lieutenant, I should have thought 
-tri i r. , , , , . e . i l myself verv fortunate, if 1 had the price of a plate ofV 11. \\ 1th respect to your habits of study Russian pears for my years income.
I shall not attempt to lay down the pro- h™.,.-... „,   „.,., ■...... .
portion of time to be devoted to the various 
subjects I have indicated. I have placed them } 
in the order of importance,but must leave the 
rest to yourselves. 1 should not think it well, 
if a monotonous and mechanical uniformity U1,jer tiie n
re :
quence of a sermon will not convert, but it 
may bring the mind within the sphere of the 
converting influence of the word.
For Sale,
The new, neat and convenient Frame 
Cottage, situated on the south side of Brook- 
lyn-street, Gambier. The house was built in 
the best manner by Messrs. Fuller & Patch, 
uperintendence of the subscriber, is 38 feet fron t 
prevailed among you; many will rise above by 32 feet deep, with a piazza in.the rear. There are 8 
the general level, and it belongs to yourselves rootl)s’ * °n_eacl? .a,?d a lia11 .''unmng through the cen- 
to determine in what walk you will obtain the and ,ias a gowd Cellar 32 fvet by 16. The Parlours are 
rank of masterships. But I consider it indis- finished ill the best style, with folding doors, and the doors
pensablethat each should make a distribution -l,’™^outdrVr*'n^ T"e')ouse
r- . - n l is in all respects one ot the neatest and most convenient in
OI time ror himself. SO that each hour may find t|)e country. There is also a good Stable 2i by J6 feet 
its fixed and determinate employment, it must and a wood house on the lot,
not be a ramble, but a routine. \ on will thus 
make ten times the progress, and have hours 
to sp ire for recreation. At your age of buoy­
ant hopes, 1 cannot imagine a more delight­
ful alternation than that of successful study, 
and the converse of friends, or exhilarating 
walks.
TERMS__ Two Dollars and fifty cents per annum. If
paid in advance, fifty cents will be deducted. No sub­
scriptions received for a less term than one year. No 
paper* discontinued until all arrearages arc paid, ex- 
, eept at the option of the publishers.
More is to be expected from laborious Rie- Ti1Ose who may wish to have their papers discontinued 
are requested to give notice thereof, at least thirty days 
previous to the expiration of the term of their subscrip­
tion, otherwise it will be considered anew engagement. 
,* All communications relative to tins paper, must lie 
directed to the Rev. M. T. C. Wing, Gambier, Knot 
Co. Ohio
LIST OF AGENTS.
Rev JOHN L. BRYAN,....... Windsor,
diocrity, than from the erratic efforts of a 
wayward genius. There may be a harlequin 
in mind as well as in body and I always con­
sider him to have been of this character, who 
boasted that he could throw off' a hundred 
verses while standing on one leg; it is not to
, i • ° • 11 IP 1 ,lc* r rk u-. . .. .. .. .............. . VVIUUSOF,such a source as this we are indebted tor good Cot hi beard,......................... Ashtabula,
poetry. Demosthenes elaborated sentence Rev wm. preston.................. coinmbus,
after sentence, and Newton rose to the heav- g^orge^atty',''?."?.'.'."'.'.'.’".'.', sVeXbnviiie, 
ens by the steps of geometry, and, said at the ^lvester^p.alderman,''.'." S’, 
close of his career, that it was only m the hab- LqW. jchuckerSj^.^.— Wooster,
it ot patient thinking fie was conscious ot dif- n». asa coleman..................... Troy, Miami Co.
fering from other men. It is generally thought Rev. e.’ w.lPEm\I.f;.'""*"";”“"’ cwiiteothe. 
that men are signalized more by talent than witajamDhunt,’""""""i"::"' Urta™!8**"8’ 
by industry; it is felt to be a vulgarizing of f°eIku?itam/’....................?iaumee”ry'
genius to attribute it to anything but direct ReV ” s- SMITH Liverpool.P . . r TT < » ‘ yutcL REV. WM. GRANVILLE, ...........  Medina,
inspiration from Heaven; they overlook the Rev. erastus burr,...............Worthington,
steady and persevering devotion of mind to J Rev. wm. a. smallwood...... Zanesville,
one subject
walks in scholarship, but the highest is a walk eb^nArjult/^ 
of labor. We are often led into a contrary Sev- & circieviu’e
opinion, by looking at the magnitude of the ” ----- - ‘
object in its finished state; such as the “Prin- 
cipia” of Newton, and the pyramids of Egypt 
without reflecting on the gradual, continuous,
1 had almost said creeping progress, by which 
fiiey gi ewinto objects of the greatest magni­
ficence in the literary and physicial world.—
In the one case, indeed, we may fancy the 
chisel which wrought each successive stone 
but in the other, we cannot trace the process, 
by which the philosopher was raised from one
landing place to another, till he soared to his 
towering elevation; it seems as if the work were 
produced at tht bidding of a magician. 
Newton has left as a legacy the assurance.not 
as though he had attained Ins elevation by dint 
of a heaven-horn inspiration out of the reach 
of many, but by dint of a home virtue within 
the reach of all.
It was a good reply of Dr. Johnsrfn, when 
asked if a man should wait for an “afflatus” 
before he began to write;—“No, sir; he should 
sit down doggedly.” Now' if you wait for an 
“afflatus,” the probability is it will never ar­
rive; if deficient in your prescribed exercises, 
I shah hardly deem it a sufficient excuse, that 
you have had no “afflatus.” Such a life must 
be a delightful alternation of indolence and 
self-complacence. In his careless wanderings 
abroad, he might solace himself with the re­
flection that he had no visits from his “affla­
tus” to keep him at home. It would be a day 
of enjoyment, but a day without any result.
Youth is no obstacle to the favour of God, nor to devo. 
lion to God’s service. St. John was the youngest of the 
disciples: hut no one was more favoured than he, nor more 
zealous in attachment to his Master. His example calls 
upon those who are entering upon their career of moral 
obligation and responsibility, to do that which the wise 
mancalls upon them in words to do; namely to “remember 
their Creator in the days of their youth:” and of this we 
may he sure, that if they do so remember him, be will not 
forget them in the time of age, nor forsake them when 
they are old and grey-headed. If youth present peculiar 
temptations to withdraw us from the service of God, it en­
dows us also with peculiar ability to serve him. The 
strength of opening manhood is never so well employed 
as in practising subserviency to God’s revealed will, and 
in triumphing over its spiritual enemies, it lends a grace 
and a beauty to religion and produces an abundant har­
vest of goad works and of glory to God__ Bishop
Ma nt.
DISASTERS AT SEA.
From the January number of the Sailors Magazine wc 
take the table which follows, giving an account of such 
shipwrecks as came to the knowledge of its editors within 
the year 1836.
TABLE.
Ships and 
aarks lost
Brigs
lost
Schrs.
lost
Sl’ps
lost
Steamboats
lost
Lives
lost
January1 4 9 17 I 6 87
Febr’y. 6 10 8 1 1 261
March, 6 6 15 1 2 5 i 87
April 1 3 i 6 8 1 2 I 11May 3 ! 6 7 ! 2 2 1
June 3 ! 7 6 ! 1 0 9
July 0 1 5 o I 17
August 3 4 6 0 I 19
Sept. 4 2 3 0 0 45
Oct. 2 3 4 0 , 2 32
Nov. 7 6 13 1 3 1 208
Dec. 13 27 29 4 ■' 8 l 48
To tai, 56 | 97 | 121 | 12 | 30 | 820
The foregoing table says the Magazine does not proba­
bly exhibit all the shipwrecks which have taken place on 
the American coast, and possibly some few vessels, that are 
recorded were afterwards got off, and towed into some port, 
but as far as was known, no vessel has been placed on the 
list which did not prove a total loss. Some few were for­
eign v essels. Tiie number of lives lost is undoubtedly 
much larger than is named in the table as in many instanc­
es whole crews have been lost, but no numbers given, and 
consequently none counted. In other instances crews
were missing the vessel being found abandoned at sea__
Could all be known, probably not far from three hundred 
vessels, and one thousand lives, have been lost in this part 
of the world during the past year. These facts show some­
thing of the hardships and perils of those who trav.'rsclhe 
great, deep.
Possession given on the 1st of May next. 
January 4th.  TM.
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